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Community Area #9-

Edison Park

Popuiation: 11,426
Number of Structures: 3,617

Avg. Date of Construction:

Significant Structures: 34

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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Community Area # 9

Fdison Park

Edison Park is located in the northwestern corner of
Chicago, adjoining the suburbs of Niles to the north
and Park Ridge to the west. The Northwest
Highway runs diagonally across the southermn
portion of Edison Park, paraiieiing the Chicago and
North Western railroad tracks.

Rev. Christian Ebinger, Sr. was one of the first
pioneer settiers in the community, which underwent
its initial development in the mid-19th century, due
to the construction through the area of the shori-
lived lllinois and Wisconsin Railroad. The company
later was reorganized as part of the Chicago and
North Western Railway, and the Canfield station
ient its name to the surrounding area. in 1891,
Canfield was incorporated into the village of Edison
Park, which had been named--in honor of the
community‘s early electric streetlights--for Thomas

Edison, the inventor of the incandescent ldlllp
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By 1900, Edison Park had evoived from a faii
commumty into a “railroad suburb” of Chicago,
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thanks to the convenience of the commuter railroa
trains. Buildings surviving from the late-19th
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century are located at 6739 and 6758 N. Oxford,

and at 6950 and 7249 N. Overhill. The Edison Park
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School (now used as a park fieldhouse) was

constructed in 1907, at 6755 N. Northwest

Most of Edison Park was annexed by the city of
icago in 1910, although part of the communi
area remained outside the city until 1924. Public

Yy
works projects, such as street paving, were plentiful

6950 N. Overhill Av.

6748 N. Oxford Av.
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Edison Park School
(now Edison Park Fieldhouse)
6755 N. Northwest Hwy.

during the 1920s, a decade that saw a nearly six-
fold population increase. Among the examples of
that era’s residential development are: the
distinctive bungaiow at 7103 N. Orioie (1921), the
four Spanish Revival-style houses in the 6900-block
of Ottawa (1927), and a Spanish Revivai-styie
residence at 7058 N. Olcott (1928) by the same
architecturai firm that iater designed the Art Deco-
style commercial building at 6721 N. Northwest
Highway (1939).

An significant iandmark in the history of modem
architecture is the former home and studio of artist
Charies Turzak at 7059 Norih Oico‘t Cor‘:pieted in

S
1939, it is an early o rk

renowned aichiiect Bruce G‘ff.

in order to preserve its low-scale residential
character, Edison Park established zoni g

guidelines in the early 1960s to prevent the

subdmsxon of Iarge lots, which were occupied by
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The expansion of nearby Orchard Field into O'Hare
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