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Community Area # 77
Edgewater

Edgewater is a densely populated community area
bordering Lake Michigan on Chicago’s North Side.
In 1848, it was a combination of prairie and dense
woodlands when Nicholas Krantz, an early settler,
built a homestead (demolished) near the present-
day intersection of Ridge Boulevard and Clark
Street. Krantz's “Seven Mile House,” so-called due
to its distance from Chicago’s City Hall, functioned
as a tavern and meeting house for Edgewater’s
early pioneer community of farmers.

The next stage in Edgewater’s development
occurred in the 1880s, when the developer J. Lewis
Cochran platted a subdivision, between Lake
Michigan, Broadway, Bryn Mawr, and Foster, that
he named “Edgewater.” The area was annexed by
Chicago in 1889, and Cochran’s vision of an upper-
middle-class community continued to prosper.
Streetcar service along Broadway was extended
through Edgewater in 1893. Remaining from this
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early resndentlal community are houses at 5822
(180K) and A822° Nl Winthron 11 8013)
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1502 W. Glenlake Av.

John Gauler Houses
5917 and 5921 N. Magnolia Av.
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Broadway, to the Lakewood-Balmoral neighborhood
to the west. Representatlve oft is area fhouses

Holabird & Roche) Located jUSt north of this
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the Gauler Houses, a palr of Prairie- style homes
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5940 N. Sheridan Rd.

Saddle and Cycle Club
900 W. Foster Av.
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same time, Sheridan Road was deveioping
elegant mansion district, exemphfled by the
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udor Revival-style house at 6200 (1906) and the
Prairie-influenced home at 5940 (1909). This
affiluent community was served by the Saddie and
Cycle Club at 900 W. Foster (1898) and the
Epworth Methodist Church at 5253 N. Kenmore
(c.1890s).
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Two schools built during the 1910s include were
Lyman Trumbuli Pubiic School at 1600 W. Foster
(1910, Dwight H. Perkins) and the grand Classical
Revivai-style Nicholas Senn High School at 5854 N.
Glenwood (1912).

After World War [, the last remaining vacant land in
Edgewater was subdivided, and Edgewater
solidified its image as one of Chicago’s most
prestigious neighborhoods. The Edgewater Beach
Apartments (1927, Benjamin H. Marshall) was built
at 5543 N. Sheridan, next to the Edgewater Beach
Hotel (demolished). Construction along Broadway,
Bryn Mawr, and other commercial streets
increased. The terra-cotta ornamented Riviera-












