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Population: 26,740
Number of Structures: 7,435
Avg. Date of Construction: 1943

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
Copyright 1896, City of Chicago, Department of Planning and Development



Community Area #75

Moraan Park
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Morgan Park’s winding, tree-shaded streets display
a rich array of residential architecture. A large
historic district, listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, is centered on Longwood Drive,
runing from 87th to 115th, linking the center of
Morgan Park to the Beverly community area to the
north. This district const|tutes the Iargest most
diverse group of historic buildings on the city’s
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southwest Slde.

Morgan Park occupies the south end of the Blue
leland Ridae which is rmmhl\l six miles lnnn and
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two miles wide. Vincennes was an early road along

idge, and settlers began farming here as early
e

tu,OGO acres from 91st o 115th, Vincennes

ornia, and fenced it in for farming, ranching
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winting. Morgan Park’s first recorded birth

occurred in 1857, in a cottage at 11118 S. Artesian
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addition. In 1869 the Blue Island Land and Building
Company, aiso involved with real estate
development in the adjacent Washington Heights
community area, Uuughl land from morgan s heirs
and platted the subdivision of Morgan Park,
extending from Westein to Ashiand, south of 107th.
West of Vincennes, a series of picturesque curving
streets, dotted with parks, was laid out by Thomas
F. Nichols, an Englishman hired by the Blue Island
company. This part of Morgan Park became the
location of the community’s most elaborate homes.
East of Vincennes, a more usuai rectiiinear street
grid was platted, and the neighborhood developed

along more modest lines.

—
o
c:.o
&’_
=

gyt [loion
Metra Station
1914 W. 111th St.
Beverly/Morgan Park Railroad Stations District

George C. Walker Branch Library
11071 S. Hoyne Av.
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10920 S. Oakiey Av.

Woods House
10970 S. Prospect Av.

Spurred by the 1871 opening of a branch line of the
Chicago Rock isiand & Pacific Raiiroad, the area
was heavily promoted as a desirable residential
suburb. Three institutions founded in these years
lent further cachet to the area: the Chicago Female
Coiiege of Morgan Park (demolished), the Baptist
Theological Union (demolished), which received
free land from the Biue island Land and Building
Company, and the Mount Vernon Military Academy,
which still exists as Morgan Park Academy, located
on West 111th between Hoyne and Bell. The
house at 2203 W. 111th (c. 1870s) was the house
of the headmaster of the military academy. Dwight
Perkins designed a fieldhouse, located at 2147 W.
112th, for the academy in 1900.

Italianate mansions from the early 1870s crown the
ridge at 11347 S. Lothair and 11410 S. Longwood.
More modest houses from the same period include
those at 10934 and 10970 S. Prospect, and 2204
W. 111th.

Morgan Park was incorporated as a village in 1882,
and soon was a thriving commuter suburb. Houses
became increasingly elaborate. Examples of the
Queen Anne style include an 1888 house at 10920
S. Oakley and an 1892 house at 11156 S.
Longwood. Local architect Harry Hale Waterman
developed a distinctive picturesque style,
exemplified by houses at 10838 S. Longwood
(1892) and 2023 W. 108th PI (1894). Notable
public buildings completed in 1890 include the
Metra Station at 1914 W. 111th, designed by John
T. Long, and the Romanesque Revnval -style public
library at 11071 S. Hoyne by Charles S. Frost.
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Annexation to Chicago, a contentious local issue for
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decades, did not take place until 1914. However,
the character of the \llllsmn remained resolutely
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suburban, with many new houses reflecting the
nnnulnr Prairie and Craftsman styles of the
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Survey was on bu:/d/ngs ected prior to
Aftn
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Buildings and developments erected after tha

generally are not included in the inventory.
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