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Number of Structures: 6,833
Avg. Date of Construction: 1936

Sty
Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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For over a hundred years Beverly has maintained
its desirability as a residential community due in
large part to its hilly topography and suburban
ambience. It has excellent examples of virtually
every type of house that was built in Chicago from
the 1870s through the 1930s. An historic district
listed on the National Register of Historic Places
runs the length of the community between Prospect
and Hoyne, stretching into Morgan Park to the

south.

Like most Chicago communities, Beverly began as
farmland. In 1844 the Englishman Thomas Morgan
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bought the land now bounded by 91st and 115th,

i . . .
Vincennes and California, and enclosed it for

farming, ranching and hunting. In the 1850s two

railroads -- the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific and

the Plttsburgh Cleveland, Chicago & St. Louis (the

1aid +
Panhan lun.-;) -- laid tracks that intersected at 103rd

St., which became known as the Crossing. Neither
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opened stations at 91st and 103rd sts. in 1864. The
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Rock island qummy followed suit uy luullillg a
dummy line from its main station to a depot at 99th
and Wood sts. Train service ied 1o real estate
speculatlon and the Blue Island Land and Building
Company deveioped the community of Washington
Heights on land it purchased from Thomas

Morgan’s heirs in 18689.

The Village of Washington Heights was
incorporated in 1874, and two well-preserved
houses buiit in that year are iocated at 10330 and
10302 S. Seeley Av. The 1880s saw further
growth, with many remaining houses from this
period, such as the nice group of Queen Anne-style
houses at 10213, 10217 and 10233 S. Wood St.

Givins House
10244 S. Longwood Dr.

L nnnwnnd Drive District

Jenkinson, Clark and Newland Houses

1727, 1731 and 1737 W. B. Griffin PI.
Walter Burley Griffin District

11-457
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9326 S. Pleasant Av.

Horton House
10200 S. Longwood Dr.
Longwood Drive District

The area’s most unusual building, a miniature
casiie of Joiiet limestone, was buiit at 10244 S.
Longwood Dr. in 1886 by a developer seeking to
create a fashionabie image for the community.

iMost of Beverly was annexed to Chicago in 1890.
The area north of 95th was part of South
Engiewood, while the area between 95th and 107th,
east of Western, was part of Washington Heights.
Beveriy began to deveiop its own identity, separate
from that of Washington Heights, in the early
1890s; residents requested that the Rock Island
railroad station built at that time be named Beverly.
This station, designed by Charnley & Evans, is still
inuse at 9111 S. Prospect. A handsome Colonial
Revival-style house at 10200 S. Longwood Dr.
(1890, John T. Long) is representative of the
development of this period.

Frank Lloyd Wright designed the house at 9326 S.
Pleasant Av. in 1900, and eight years later
produced the residence crowning the hill at 9914 S.
Longwood Dr. The houses at 10410 and 10541 S.
Hoyne Av. were built in 1917 from Wright designs
that were marketed by a pre-fabricated housing
company called American System-Built Houses.

The entire block of W. 104th Place between Wood
St. and Prospect Ave.-is named for Prairie School
architect Walter Burley Griffin because of the
concentration of his work built here by developer
Russell Blount.

The decades of the 1920s and 1930s witnessed

interesting houses built during this period are the
work of local architect Murray D. Hetherington.

Althouah some new constriiction has accalirred
























