Auburn Gresham
Population: 59,808

Number of Structures: 11,764
Avg. Date of Construction: 1930
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Significant Structures: 52

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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Auburn Gresn:

The earliest non-native development in Auburn
Gresham occurred along Vincennes Avenue,
formerly known as the State Road, which was an
important 19th-century route into Chicago. “Ten
Mile House” tavern, established around 1850 and
named for the distance to Chicago, offered
refreshment to travelers, as well as to the truck
farmers who settled around what is now 83rd St.
and Vincennes Avenue.

The current community area developed as three

separate 19th-century settlements: Auburn,
Gresham, and Brainerd. Auburn, platted in 1872

around 76th St. and Wallace Ave., at the

northeastern ndma of the rnmmunifv area, was

developed for workers employed by one of the four
railroad lines runnina throu mh the area,.
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east-west tracks bisected the subdivision.

However, very few people moved to the area before
1900. A Romanesque Revival-style commercial
buiiding, designed in 1889 by Wiiliam Brainerd, stiii
stands at 1356 W. 89th St. When Auburn Gresham
was defined as a community area in the 1930s, the
portion of Brainerd north of the Rock Island tracks
was inciuded, whiie the portion south of the tracks
became part of the Washington Heights community
area.

Auburn Gresham was annexed to Chicago in two
separate actions. The area north of 87th Street,
considered part of the Town of Lake, was annexed
in 1889. The portion south of 87th Street was
annexed in 1890. However, annexation did not
provide immediate impetus for development of the
vast tracts of open land that surrounded the three
existing settlements. Representative of the area’s
19th-century architecture are houses at 7630, 7636
and 7919 South Union Ave.

The years before World War | saw building
construction begin to increase, encouraged by the
improvement of streetcar lines along Halsted,
Racine and Ashland. By 1920, the population had
increased to 20,000. A brick house (1906) at 7828
S. Sangamon St. and the Oglesby Public School at
77th and Green (1913) are handsome examples of
the best of this pre-war development.

The greatest boom occurred during the 1920s,
when the population tripled to over 57,000. The
principal architectural legacy of that decade is a
landscape of brick bungalows punctuated by grand
churches and elaborately decorated commercial
buildinas. A Prairie-stvle hiinaalow at 8022 Qniith






