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BELMONT

DIVERSEY

Community Area #6
Lakeview

Population: 91,031
Number of Structures: 9,574
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Avg. Date of Construction: 1506
Significant Structures: 605

Source: 1990 Census, Harmis File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Dep: nt of Planning and Devek t




Lake View, which is bounded on the east by Lake
Michigan, originally was dotted with woodlands, with
marshy land near the lake and a glacial ridge
running along the present-day route of Clark Street.

European settlement in the area began in 1836,
when Swiss-born Conrad Sulzer purchased 100
acres for a farm near Clark and Montrose.
Following the 1853-54 construction of Lake View
House (demolished), a resort hotel overlooking the
lake at Irving Park Road, wealthy Chicagoans
began to build estates along the lakefront. In order
to serve these inhabitants, horse-drawn streetcars
began service along Broadway in 1863. The
following year, Lake View was incorporated as a
town.

Real estate development in Lake View received a
boost from the Chicago Fire of 1871, which ravaged
most of Chicago’s North Side. Many city residents
chose to rebuild in Lake View, where less
expensive frame construction was stili aiiowed,
unlike in much of Chicago. The ltalianate-style
house at 2930 N. Burling is a fine exampie of this
period of development.

Public transportation within Lake View, including
horse-drawn streetcars aiong Clark and Lincoin,
improved dramatically during the 1880s, as the
community became a thriving suburb on Chicago’s
northern border. Four picturesque residential

2930 N. Burling Av.

3800 block, N. Alta Vista Terr.
Alta Vista Terrace District




buildings on the 1000-block of Oakdale were built
for executives of the nearby Northwestern Terra
Cotta Company. Several Queen Anne-style homes
on the 500-block of Hawthorne also were built
during this period, both before and after the area’s
annexation by Chicago in 1889. That same year,
construction began on St. Alphonsus Catholic
Church, at 2948 N. Southport.

Lake View developed rapidly during the 1890s.
Residential streets filled with houses and small
apartment buildings, while commerciai centers
developed at the intersections of Lincoln-Belmont
and Clark-Diversey.

An elevated iine (now the CTA Red Line) was buiit
through Lake View in 1900. That same year,
developer Samuei E. Gross and architect Joseph
Brompton built the 3800-block of Alta Vista Terrace,
which were Queen Anne-styie rowhouses designed
to lmltate London rowhouses Large apartment
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