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g if:‘i - Englewood

Population: 48,434

?
pme Number of Structures: 7,617

_"w Significant Structures: 214

2 Ava. Date of Construction: 1904

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Department of Planning and Development




Community Area # 68
Englewood

The modern community of Englewood began as
prairie and oak forests traversed by a trail that is
now Vincennes Avenue. Inthe 1840s a
stagecoach stop was built there, and the first
railroad, the Michigan, Southern and Northern
Indiana Railway, came through in 1852, soon
followed by the Rock Island and Wabash railroads.
In 1854, the arrival of the Fort Wayne Railroad
created a junction at 63rd and LaSalle streets, and
a settlement called Junction Grove grew up
westward on 63rd Street to Halsted Street. In 1868,
early settlers, led by developer Henry B. Lewis,
renamed the settlement Englewood, after the New
Jersey town.
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In 1880, Standard Oil built a factory on Michigan
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Avenue, east of Englewood, providing employment
for local residents. Queen Anne houses from this

decade can be found throughout the area, including
examples at 6500 S. Yale, 438 W. Marquette, 6943
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S. Stewart, 6348 S. Eggieston, and 5534 S. Peoria.
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5534 S. Peoria St.

6721 S. Green St.

Double houses and small flat buildings were
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units at 655-59 W. 55th St., 415-421 W. 61st St.,

CAC WAL "f\l

545 W. 61st PI., and 5642-46 S. Normal Boulevard.
By the time Engiewood was annexed to Chicago in
1889, there were horsecar connections to
downtown. More apartmentis were buiit, inciuding
the prominent Yale Apartments (1892) at 6565 S.
Yale. Churches aiso served the growing
population, including the Romanesque Revival-style
Engiewood Baptist Church (now Antioch Missionary
Baptist Church) with its rugged stone facade and
corner tower at 6234 S. Stewart, completed by
Theodore Bell and Frank Swift in 1890. The Gothic
Revival style was used for several area churches,
including Union Tabernacle Baptist Church (1896)
at 6623 S. Stewart, Visitation Catholic Church
(1891) at 855 W. 55th Street, and the stunning St.
Martin Catholic Church (1894) at 59th Street and
Princeton.

By 1900, Englewood was built up with mainly frame
homes, two flats, and apartment buildings. Queen
Anne homes from the 1890s remain at 413 W.
62nd Street, 6331 S. Racine, 6401 S. Normal, 6525
S. Harvard, and 449 and 508 W. Englewood. The
Queen Anne multi-residential building at 6721 S.
Green and an apartment building (1901; Robert
Spencer) at 6109 S. Normal also are distinctive.

The community continued to grow in the 1920s as
more residential units were built, ranging from brick
bungalows to large apartment buildings. The 63rd
and Halsted shopping district arew to be the second












