Significant Structures: 33

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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Chicago Lawn takes its name from the model
community planned by developers James Webb
and John Eberhart in 1876 at 63rd Street and
Central Park Avenue. The community area also
includes the early 20th-century subdivision of
Marquette Manor, located east of California Avenue
and north of Marquette Road.

In the mid-19th century, the area was part of the
wide-spread prairie and swampland that covered
most of the region. Officially, the community was
part of the Town of Lake, but there was very little
dmmlnnmpm‘ An pn_rl\/ attempt at real estate

development occurred in 1873 when Henry Gage
acq! lired much of the northeastern section of the
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community area, between 59th, 63rd, Western and
Kedzie, for a residential community. Unfortunately,
his family was unable to hold onto the property after
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acquired the land in 1877. Her refusal to develop
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development in the eastern half of Chicago Lawn
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6357 S. Albany Av.

' 3443 W. 62nd PL.

U
and Webb’s Chicago Lawn subdivision. The Grand
Trunk railroad opened a station at 63rd and Central
Park in 1880, and rail service to downtown Chlcago
encouraged modest development, about 40
houses, by 1885. Bu:ldlngs from this earliest

seluemenl inciude uueen I-\lllle-blyle homes ai
3453 W. 63rd Street and 6357 S. Albany Avenue.

Annexation to Chicago occurred in 1889, and public
transportation began to improve in the years
following. In 1904, a leading Chicago architectural
firm, D.H. Burnham & Co., coliaborated with the
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6237 S. Kedzie Av.

Haggerty Chevrolet
6731 S. Western Av.

Olmsted Brothers landscape architecture firm on
the design of Marquette Park, a major new park for
the South Park Commissioners. Bounded by
Marquetie Road, Caiifornia Avenue, Central Park
Avenue and 71st Street, the park was a important
amenity and encouraged development in the

southern portion of the community area.

Another important development came in 1912,
when the long-delayed development of the Green
land holdings began. The resulting subdivision,
Marquette Manor, began to fill with brick bungalows
and small flat buildings. The neighborhood was
served by streetcars on 59th Street, which were
extended to Kedzie in 1914.

The 1920s witnessed the community area’s
greatest growth. Marquette Manor and Chicago
Lawn grew until they merged into one continuously
developed neighborhood. The southwestern
section of the community area was occupied by
railroad yards, while the remainder filled with brick
bungalows and small apartment buildings.
Worthmann & Steinbach designed the Hope
Evangelical Lutheran Church at 6416 S.
Washtenaw in 1921, while Karl Vitzhum designed
the Classical Revival-style Marquette National Bank
at 6314 S. Western in 1924.

63rd Street became a major business and retail
center, especially at Western and Kedzie Avenues.

Z. Erol Smith designed buildings at 3135 W. 59th
(1928) and 6237 S. Kedzie (1929). Also in 1929,

Jacques Kocher designed bu1ld|ngs with elaborate
terra cotta ornament at 6341 and 6731 S. Western.
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The nnnmﬁcmn slowed the development of
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Chlcago Lawn through the 1930s, although

|mpnﬂ'npf mnr\.nfnr\hlrmn buildinas from the era
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survive, including the one at 5945 S. Western

Avenue, designed by C.G. Preis. Housing

construction increased after World War I, and
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