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Population: 53,226
Number of Structures: 9,512
Avg. Date of Construction: 1907
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Significant Structures: 133

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS

4 g & &
> g 3 W & s
(2] = T = d o
w < 7] Q £ =
=> ~ &4 = =z 5
> = < E
PERSHING
A msl dn cam 11 L 4 ¢
== ! T 11
yu ot U - | i
l .
;g ;
! [
B I 5 P )
L | i
'—‘\"i t— — i
=\ ) =
43rd \ '
T s Tl ]
' ;4! ":—-e :
| b g [ |
\ . -
'=‘ \‘[ﬂ | ¢ / ) ”
il e ‘{7 i s (
47th - P ob ; : z 1 =t
4 . ] [ i i e i
:l’ ] - 4 i i 5?
| ' : Ly
» ¢ . i L
H
4 3
b » )
51st ﬁ L - - HER
1 | |

3

L
?:ﬂ._::.n.::

GARFIELD || | | - o i il -

(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant stmc‘lures )
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Community Area # 61
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New City

New City, a heavily industrial neighborhood
southwest of the Loop, gained its name from the
smaller New City residential neighborhood
developed within its boundaries in the 1880s and
1890s.

Only a few farms were scattered across New City’s
marshy prairie land when the area was included
within the newly-incorporated Town of Lake in
1865. That same year, the Union Stock Yards and
Transit Company was formed by Chicago's four
major stock yards on 320 acres south of Pershing
and west of Halsted. The neighborhood soon filled
with large meat packing plants, locating on 300
acres west of the Yards known as "Packingtown.”
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\fter 1870, a number of subsidiary industries came

the area as did coal and lumber yards.
ncouraged by the introduction of refrigerated rail

cars, th Yards and meatpacking plants expanded
southward toward 47th Street. An impressive
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limestone gate (c. 1875, Burnham&Root) was
th

erected at the Yards' main ent Fyt‘hannp

Avenue and Peoria Street.
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511 W. 42nd PIL.

4340 S. Union Av.
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Encouraged by soaring employment at the Yards

nA lAan~nal
and local factories, a residential district known as

"Back of the Yards" grew up in the 1870s east,

south, and west of the Yards and Packingtown. It

qU|ckIy filled with one-and-a-half- and two-story
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|mprovements such as paved streets and sewers.
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A frame two-flat at 5342 S. Halsted dates to this
period, as does a brick ltalianate-style residence at
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4340 S. Union.




Rapid growth continued through the 1880s. By

1884, New (‘lhl contained more than 20 laras
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packlng houses and railroad facilities were

upgraded to handle increased demand by the

industry. The demand for nearby housing

h i
continued unabated, and residences such as the

frame cottage at 511 W. 42nd PI. and the series of

brick rowhouses on the 700 block of W. 50th St
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were built. The Romanesque Revival-style St.
Gabriel Catholic Church served the immigrant Irish

workers (1887; Burnham & Root).

Chicago annexed the Stockyards and surrounding
neighborhoods in 1883. The residential community
south and west of the Yards, now becomlng known
as New City, began to fill with brick two- and three-
flats and single-family houses. Although most new
development continued to be working-class
housing, West 55th Street (Garfield Boulevard)
developed with upper-middie-ciass residential
properties. Two examples are houses, one
Romanesque Revivai-styie and the other Second
Empire-style, standing on the 700 block.

In the early 1900s, the city finally installed sewers,
and efforts were made to improve living conditions
in the neighborhood. Sherman, Davis Square and
Cornell Square Parks were built by the South Park
Commissioners, each with field houses by D.H.
Burnham & Co and landscapes by the Olmstead
Brothers.

In 1915, the Central Manufacturing District was
expanded into New City along the south side of
Pershing, west from Ashland to Western. These












