Population: 29,877

Number of Structures: 6,446
Avg. Date of Construction: 1902

Significant Structures: 210

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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Community Area # 60
Bridgeport

Located south of the Chicago River's South Branch
and east of the river's South Fork, Bridgeport
acquired its name from an early river "port" created
by a low bridge at Ashland Avenue that forced
barges to unload their cargoes to pass.

Charles Lee, an early area settler, began farming at
Bridgeport before 1812. He also ran an important

trading post known as "Hardscrabble" (demolished). !

In the 1830s, the village of Bridgeport, newly platted P 57 f T
on Lee's land, became the staging area for /«"“' ; x iU h
construction of the lllinois and Michigan Canal. The o g 2
eastern end of the canal has survived and was 1: £
recently designated a Chicago Landmark. Q

Progress on the canal was slow, however, and

Bridgeport's population remained small until the
mid-1840s. When canal construction began in

R 1AV COTISUULLUY

earnest in 1845, Irish immigrant workers flooded
into Rridoenort in search of nmnln\/mpn_’r on the
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lllinols and Michigan Canal Orlglns Site (1 892 map)

canal or in industries drawn by the canal's promise. 2801 S. Ashland Ave /1630 W. Fuller St.
Temporary wood shanties along the South Branch,
north of Archer, served as their homes. 2815 S. Archer Av.

With the canal's completion in 1848, Bridgeport

boomed. The community's new slaughterhouses
and lumberyards along the South Branch drew

additional laborers. Most residential construction

took place north of Archer, within easy walking
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distance of these ]UUb i louo, Drnuycpuito
mcreasmg economic lmportance prompted Chicago
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o annex the pUlliUll of the community area that lay

north of 31st and west of Halsted. The cnty
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annexed the rest of Bridgeport ten years later.




2825 S. Short St.

2731 S. Archer Av.

In 1865, the Archer Avenue horse-drawn streetcar

line had reached as far west as Fuller. Settlement

had spread slightly south of Archer, as well as down

h
Halsted to Pershing. An ltalianate-style house at

2815 S. Archer and a frame cottage at 2825 S.

The expansion o K Yards in the New

City community area, just south of Bridgeport, and

the growth of industry in the neighborhood after the
i i furthe esndentlal

or example,

u
38188 Emerald. A

mall, frame commercial/residential structure at

2731 8. Archer also dates from this period.

During the 1880s and 1890s, Bridgeport's industries
increased in number and variety, thanks in part to
construction of new railroad lines through the area.
Newcomers moved into mostly inexpensive brick
and frame dwellings, such as the workman's
cottage at 3730 S. Lowe, and brick two-flats and
small multi-family dwelhngs, such as the numerous
fiats aiong S. Union. A small shopping area
developed at 35th and Halsted, and commercial/
residentiai buiidings continued to be built along
Archer Avenue. In the late 1890s, electric
streetcars replaced horsecars, streets were paved,
and other public improvements made in connection
with the construction of the Sanitary and Ship
Canal, located on the northern boundary of the
community area..

The industrialization of Bridgeport culminated after
the turn of the century with the creation of the
Central Manufacturing District on the community
area's western border. The success of this venture
drew even more industries and workers to the
neighborhood.

Bridgeport saw little new residential construction
from 1930 until the 1960s when limited construction
resumed .

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior to 1940.
Buildings and developments erected after that date
generally are not included in the inventory.













