| r—rr jf ‘%}i Population: 13,297

: ] Ia% Number of Structures: 3,156
e Avg. Date of Construction: 1903

Significant Structures: 88

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
Copyright 1896, City of Chicago, Department of Planning and Development



Community Area # 59
McKinley Park

Named for a park located in its southwestern
corner, the McKinley Park neighborhood began its
existence as the town of Canalport, which was
platted just south of the lllinois and Michigan Canal,
between Ashland and Damen Avenues. Canalport
was not a real estate success, surviving only for a
brief period in the mid-1830s. For nearly three
decades thereafter, the area was largely prairie and
swamp land. An exception was the Brighton Park
race track near Western and Archer, for which the
adjacent community area of Brighton Park was
named.

Lasting development began in 1863, when Chicago
extended its city limits to Pershing and Western,
bringing nearly all of what is now McKinley Park
within the city. New industries, both within McKinley
Park and adjacent neighborhoods, stimulated B
residential development. A surviving cottage N,y
stands at 3241 S. Archer, in an area then known as 3241 S. Archer Av.
"Mount Pleasant" (the triangle between Archer,

Ashland, and 35th). DuPont-Whitehouse House
3558 S. Artesian Av.
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McKinley Park industrialized rapidly after the
Chicago Fire of 1871, as manufacturers established
11 plants, mostly foundries and steel mills, and 27
brickyards in the neighborhood.

Ready jobs in these local factories encouraged
continued residential growth. North of 35th, land
was subdivided and platted for cottages much like
the one remaining at 3445 S. Hermitage. In 1875,
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which owned a gunpowder storage building in

neighboring Brighton Park. Originally fronting on

Western near 36th Street, the DuPont-Whitehouse
nt |

House was moved to its current location at 3558 S.

Artesian in 1920.

The 1880s and 1890s saw rapid growth and

prosperity within McKinley Park. Factories,
particularly the steel mill at Archer and Ashland,
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continued to draw new residents. Real estate firms

erected rows of brick houses and two-flats.

Attached two-flats dating from the 1880s, for

example, extend along the entire east side of the
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3500-block of S. Honore.
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