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Community Area #53

West Pullman

Population: 39,846

Number of Structures: 9,852

Avg. Date of Construction: 1936

Significant Structures: 33

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of sagnlfmnt stmdures .)
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Community Area # 53

West Pullman

Taking its name from Pullman, the famous planned
company town to the northeast, West Pullman
originated as the settlement of Kensington near the
Calumet station (1852, demolished) shared by the
lllinois Central and Michigan Central railroads at
115th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue. Inhabited
by a few truck farmers who brought goods into
Chicago on the Holland Michigan Avenue Road, the
community grew from State Street to the lllinois
Central tracks between 115th and 125th streets. In
1881, the Gano Company of Cincinnati platted a
subdivision west of State Street between 115th and
119th streets, which incorporated as the town of
Gano in 1888. An ltalianate-style house at 605 W.
116th Street survives from this period.

605 W. 116th St.

In 1889, the portion of the community area east of LR

State Street, which included Kensington, was

annexed to Chicago. Gano was forced by financial
difficulties to accent annexation the following vear.
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Most of the community's residents worked in nearby
Roseland or Pullman until the 1891 creation of the

West Puliman Land Association attracted industries
to vacant land south of 119th Street, west of
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Wentworth Avenue. Soon, the lllinois Central

upened a station at 121st Street and Stewart

Avenue, and streetcars were extended down

Mluuyau Avenue to 119th Street. The Land

Association created a building boom that lasted
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three years, then was halted by the 1894

depression. An 1890s manufacturing plant at 1000
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W. 120th Street, homes south of 120th Street on

Stewart and Eggleston avenues, and the West

Puliman School (1894) at 11919 S. Parne




State Bank of West Puliman
622 W. 120th St.

est Puliman School

11519 S. Parneii Av.

recall this period of prosperity.

In 1895, the industrial area west of Halsted,
hnfwnnn 1 1Bth and 122rAd ctrante wae anna r\d t
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Chicago. Economic recovery brought new

construction |nr\|||r'||ng the Tho s Scanlon S
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(1897) at 11721 S. Perry Avenue

The West Pullman Land Association went bankrupt

an Cenml-
in 1908, but development continued. Frank Lioyd

Wright designed the Stephen A. Foster House at
12147 S. Harvard Avenue in 1800, showing his
interest in Japanese architecture dunng the years
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when he was ucvcluplllg his Prairie blyle

The 1520s saw extensive deveiopment, as West
Pullman streets fllled with brick bungalows and
smaii fiat buiidings. Commerciai sireets continued
to develop with buildings such as the State Bank of
West Puliman (now House of Prayer Tempie,
Church of God in Christ) at 622 W. 120th Street
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(1919).

D
(7]

A= o~ e

in 1927-28, two additionai parcels of industrial land
within West Pullman, along the Calumet River, were
annexed to Chicago, and the community area grew
to its present boundaries. Another housing
construction boom took place in the 1960s,
following the earlier trend toward single family
homes.

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior to 1940.






