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g Population: 9,344
{ E& Number of Structures: 2,225
Avg. Date of Construction: 1924

Significant Structures: 589
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Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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Community Area # 50
Pullman

Unique among Chicago's neighborhoods, Pullman
began as a planned community, designed as a
whole by architect Solon S. Beman and landscape
designer Nathan F. Barrett. It takes its name from
the industrialist who conceived and built the town as
the setting for his well-known railroad car factory.

George Pullman had been a leading citizen in
Chicago since the 1850s, when he helped raise
Chicago's downtown when the street levels were
raised. In 1867, he started the Pullman Palace Car
Company to provide a luxurious form of railroad
conveyance, the sleeping car. In 1877, he
purchased 3,500 acres on the east side of Lake
Calumet, between 95th and 115th streets. Factory
buildings filled the area between 107th and 111th
Street, while housing was built to the north and
south. These residential buildings were primarily
Queen Anne rowhouses and double houses with
some larger single family homes designed for
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executives and some block house tenements for
cinale warkare The r‘nmnh:n(lhl of the dpc;nn and
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the quality of the materlals used for the houses was

determined by the income level of the intended

occupants The plans and amenities, however
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housing types.

Because of its isolation, an ensemble of public
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buildings were included as part of the town. A large

shopplng arcade stood at 112th Street and Cottage

Grove Avenue until 1929. Still standing is the
|mposmg Hotel Florence at 111th Street, the
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Greenstone Chiurch at 112th and St.

Hotel Florence
11111 S. Forestville Av.
South Pullman District

Greenstone Church
11201 S. St. Lawrence Av.
South Pullman District




616 E. 112th St.
South Pullman District

Administration Building, Pullman Company
11001 S. Cottage Grove Av.
South Pullman District

Market Hall at 112th and Champlain, and the

Stables at 112th and Cottage Grove. The factory

administration building stan ds prominently at the

n
center of the town, facing the lllinois Cen

Railroad.
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By January, 1881, the first workers moved in and

the company started production. The community
prospered with the growing railroad industry,
allowing Pullman to profit from his factories as well

asab percent profit from the town, since he
retained ownership of ali of the land and buildings,
including the church, which was rented to various
congregations. The town was annexed by Chicago
in 1889 with workers voting for annexation against

man's wishes.

The town was buiit in stages between 1880 and
1894, and was never fully completed, leaving
significant tracts of vacant land, particularly in the
northern part of the development

The economic depression of 1893-94 put Pullman
and the workers in a bind. Pullman slashed the
payroll while maintaining rents and other costs in
the tightly controlled town. Workers struck in May,
1894 and eventually, through the American Railway
Union, brought railroad traffic nationwide to a halt.
Federal troops were called in on the pretext of
protecting the U.S. Mail, and Pullman won the
strike.

A decade after Pullman’s death in 1897, lawsuits
generated by the strike finally forced the Pullman
Company to sell the town to residents, and the
community gradually became just another industrial
neighborhood on Chicago's Far South Side.

Most new construction in Pullman during the 20th
century occurred in the community's northern
section. Chicago Landmark status was granted to
South Pullman in 1972 and North Pullman in 1993.
Rehabilitation is spreading throughout the historic
company town.

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior to 1940.

Bu:/d/ngs and developments erected after that date
generally are not included in the inventory.
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