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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures. )
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Department of Planning and Development
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Located on Chicago’s South Side, Chatham was
originally swamp. Its first non-native development
came with the lllinois Central railroad, which laid
tracks along the community area’s eastern
boundary in the 1850s and built corn cribs along
those tracks, between 75th and 95th streets, in
1860.

Chatham’s first residences, however, were not built
until the 1880s, when several frame homes were
built in the so-called “Avalon Highlands,” actually a
swamp, southeast of 79th and Cottage Grove.
Another early settlement sprang up during the same
years in the community's northwestern section.

Chatham was annexed to Chicago in 1889. That
same year, the Dauphin Park subdivision was
platted. Located between 87th, 93rd, Martin Luther
King Drive, and the lllinois Central tracks, Dauphin
Park, also known as Chesterfield, attracted railroad
workers. Streetcar service along Cottage Grove

was in place by 1892, but development remalned
nredominantly alona the lllinois Central line for
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another 20 years.

After 1910, the Avalon Highlands began to develop

in earnest as hundreds of homes were built, A

significant real estate development during this

n ”
decade was the "Garden Homes,” located along

Indiana, Michigan, and Wabash, between 87th and
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89th. Commissioned by businessman and

philanthropist Benjamin J. Rosenthal, the “Garden

ArmAaan? A 1
Homes” development was the first privately-built,

low-income housing pro;ect in Chicago. It was

modeled after early 20th-century English planned
suburbs, with brick single-family houses and
stucco-clad duplexes designed by Charles S. Frost.

8739 S. Michigan Av.

“Garden Homes”

8744-8748 S. Wabash Av.
“Garden Homes”




8153 S. Ellis Av.

e 79t

|rr\
nwv

Street station on the lllinois

pen |c:u if miat:ng UBVEIOpi“Hb‘i‘I t of
rea with bungalows and other

s that continued throughout the
nt bu 1Id|ngs were constructed in
30, with handsome, Tudor

les at 1015 E. 82nd (1928)
and 8200 S. Eliis (1929). Aiso
e terra cotta-clad commercial

0 S. Cottage Grove (1925; Kocher &
arson) and the Arthur Dixon Public School at 8300
S. St. Lawrence (1928). Much of the area’s
residential growth was spurred by workers
empioyed by newiy estabiished factories along the
western edge of the community area, located
between 83rd and 87th.
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Deveiopment in Chatham quickened during the
1940s with the settlement of a 100-year old land
dispute that finally allowed development of land
bounded by 83rd, 87th, Cottage Grove and St.
Lawrence. The 550-unit Chatham Field Housing
Project was erected on the site. The community
continued to develop as a middle-income
residential community, buttressed by large
manufacturing concerns, through the 1960s and
70s.

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior to 1940.
Buildings and developments erected after that date
generally are not included in the inventory.
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7900 S. Cottage Grove Av. Dixon Public School
8300 S. St. Lawrence Av.




Community Area #44

Chatham

Building Survey  Building
Address Date Architect Style LM IS Code Type PIN Form #
635 E 79ST 1927 FAULKNER, CHARLE N N OR COMM/RES 2034205001 440611003

1N18 F RO QT 1928 11IND ANDFRS G TLINDOR REV N N OR COMM/RES 2035124014 440819003



