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Population: 61,517
Number of Structures: 6,779
Avg. Date of Construction: 1921

Significant Structures: 380

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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South Shore was sparsely settled swamp until the
lllinois Central built a railroad station at 71st and
Jeffrey in 1881. A small settlement, “Bryn Mawr,”
soon grew up around the station. To the west,
another small community, “Parkside,” between 67th
and 71st, west to Dorchester, was established by
1889. South of Parkside, the settlement of Essex
was organized by Paul Cornell, who also developed
Hyde Park to the north. Essex grew up between

Stony Island and the lllinois Central tracks, south to -

75th Street.

Despite these early subdivisions, South Shore
remained mostly open land in 1889, when it was
annexed to Chicago. The 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition, held just north of the community area in
Jackson Park, encouraged some development in
the area. Cornell built the huge Calumet Hotel
(demolished) at 75th Street and the lllinois Central
line for world’s fair goers. A number of buildings
remain from this period, including the Queen Anne-
style house at 7839 South Shore Drive, the
Classical Revival-style Myra Bradwell Public School
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at 7710 S. Burnham, and a Gothic Revival-style
ouse at 7551 S. East End.
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The decade after 1900 saw South Shore develop
as a fashionable residential community with easy
access to downtown Chicago via commuter trains.
The old Windsor Park Golf Club, located between
75th and 79th, east of Yates, was redeveloped for
apartment buildings after 1900. In 1905, the
Jackson Park Highlands, south of 67th alon

7551 S. East End Av.

6826 S. Euclid Av.

Jackson Park Highlands District




Miller House
7121 S. Paxton Av.

Kenna Apartments
2214 E. 69th St.

Frank Ira Bennett, a lawyer, alderman and
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entrepreneur. For his subdivision, Bennett

specified minimum lot widths of 50 feet, front
setbacks of 30 feet, no alleys, and concealed
electric lines in order to ensure a high-quality,
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spacious neighborhood.

i i i al institution, the South
Shore Country Club, open d its expansnve lakefront
sat71s South Shore Drive. its

grounds at 7
graceful stucco clubhous e was built in 1915 to
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South Shore is distinguished by severai buiidings
by lmportant Prairie School architects. Walter
Burley Griffin completed a Prairie-style commercial /
residential structure at 1230 E. 75th in 1908, while
E.E. Roberts designed a Prairie-style home at 6935
S. Chappel in 1911. In 1915, John S. Van Bergen
compieted his only Chicago house at 7121 S.
Paxton, and in 1916 Barry Byrne designed the
Kenna Apartments at 2214 E. 69th, a three-flat
embellished with concrete ornament by Alfonso
lannelli, a frequent collaborator of Frank Lloyd
Wright.

In the 1920s, apartment buildings were erected
throughout the community, including the Tudor
Revival-style building at 2200 E. 70th Place (1927).
In the Highlands, Classical Revival architecture was
popular, with large homes in the style erected at
6737 S. Bennett (1927) and 6851 S. Cregier (1926).
The equally popular Colonial Revival was used at
6801 S. Constance (1922) and 6751 S. Cregier
(1928). Churches such as St. Philip Neri (1928), at
2126 E. 72nd Street, marked the community's
residential maturity. As the decade ended, the
sleek modern Art Deco style made its appearance
in apartment buildings such as the Jeffrev Terrace


















