Hyde Park

Population: 28,630
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Significant Structures: 472
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Qmmu.nity Area # 41

Hyde Park

In 1853 attorney Paul Cornell purchased 300 acres
south of Chicago, along the shores of Lake
Michigan, and started a suburb, naming it for the
dignified Hyde Park communities in London and
New York State. He secured an agreement with
the lllinois Central railroad to build a station at 53rd
Street, and opened a hotel in 1857 (demolished)

. near the station. This small “railroad suburb”
became the nucleus for the larger Town of Hyde
Park, which was incorporated in 1861. Cornell also
was influential in the creation of the South Parks
Commission in 1869, which established the string
of parks (Washington and Jackson Parks, plus the

Mldway Plalsance) that encircles the Hyde Park
community area.
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eral homes from these early years survive,

cluding the Gothic Revival-style Henry C. Work
ttage (1859), which survives as a rear addition to

wayv

ater house at 5317 S. Dorchester (ca. 1869).

ltalianate style was popu ilar for several Hvdp
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homes, mcludmg the Botsford house (1 860) at
S. Dorchester. the Hovt house (1 869) at 5704
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hester, and houses at 5417 S Blackstone 5704 S. Do}cheste, Av.
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Museum of Science and Industry
n. held in 5700 S. Lake Shore Drive
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industry.

A longer iasting infiluence
development was the foun
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Chicago in 1891 and its ic




Harper Miemoriai Library,
University of Chicago
1116 E. 59th St.

St. Thomas Apostle School
5467 S. Woodlawn Av.

southwestern portion of the community area, just
north of the wuuway Flaisance. The main
Quadrangle occuples four blocks between 57th and
56th streets, Ellis and University avenues, and was
deS|gned by a vanety of architects over a 50-year

period in a consistent Gothic Revivai styie, using
gray Bedford limestone.

The presence of the University encouraged
deveiopment in the western portion of Hyde Park,
and many.important architects contributed designs
for nearby houses and churches, inciuding Howard
Van Doren Shaw, Tallmadge & Watson, Pond &
Pond, and Frank Lioyd Wright.

The 1920s was a period of major development in
Hvyde Park. The Windermere House (1924) at 1642
E. 56th, with its Classical Revival-style terra-cotta
ornament, was built on a prominent site overlooking
Jackson Park. In 1922, Barry Byrne, a former
employee of Wright, designed St. Thomas Apostle
Church at 5476 S. Kimbark, a reinterpretation of
Gothic architecture through the Prairie style. The
design of the St. Thomas Apostle parish school,
located at 5467 S. Woodlawn (1929; Shattuck &
Layer), was influenced by Byrne’s church design.

The 1937 Keck-Gottschalk-Keck Apartments at
5551 S. University, designed by George Fred and
William Keck, is an important early example of the
International Style. In 1949, Mies van der Rohe
began construction of his first highrise, the
Promontory Apartments, at 5530 S. South Shore.

Signs of physical decay within Hyde Park led to the
University of Chicago spearheading an ambitious
urban renewal program. The nation's largest urban

renewal project saw the demolition of over 1000
acres of buildings, beginning in 1955, and the

construction of modern apartment bunldmgs town
houses and commercial buildings. Hyde Park

remains strongly linked to the university and
continues to attract a wide ranae nf chiac in
























