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s * " Number of Structures: 1,400
3 Avg. Date of Construction: 1905

4 _/712 p[ Significant Structures: 76

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Dep t of Planning and Development
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Washington P
Taking its name from the large park designed by
Frederick Law Olmsted in 1869, the Washington
Park community remained mostly prairie until the
construction of South Parkway (now Martin Luther
King Jr. Drive) and Washington Park in the early
1870s encouraged development. An important
surviving building is the John Raber House, a large
Italianate residence at 5760 S. Lafayette, built in
1871 as the centerpiece for an impressive country

estate. ltalianate homes at 5740 S. Lafayette and
6144 S. Michigan also date from this early period.
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Retter transnortation and the construction of the
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Washington Park race track in the adjacent
Woodlawn community area encouraged additional
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real estate development Queen Anne homes
survive at 5168 S. Michigan, 5916 S. Wabash, and

TnyQiy vo F QRGOS G

5611 S. Perry, as well as flat buildings on the 5600

hlock of S. Wahash. By 1887 cable cars ran down
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State Street and Cottage Grove Avenue through the

od,and a ra:!road building remains at
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Anne residences at 5115 and 5516 S. Michigan and
the Romanesque Revival-style house at 5242 S
Michigan were constructed during this period
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Raber House

5760 S. Lafayetie Av.
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Garfieid Bivd. eievaied station, CTA Green line
319 E. 55th St. (E. Garfield Blvd)

111-309



Fountain of Time
401 E. 60th St.

Washington Park Terrace

6160 S. ng Dr.

Development continued apace in the twentieth

~n b ol
century. Two important Classical Revival-style

buildings were constructed in 1910. Alfred

H Pt e el Py —

r designed Sinai Temple (now Mt. Pisgaf

urch) at 5301 S. Mlchlgan and D.H.
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nnam & Co. oversaw the construction of the
outh Park Commission headquarters (now

le Museum of African-American History) in

ashington Park at 5644 S. Cottage Grove. The
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tyle can be found in the Pate house (1902;
e Maher) at 5131 S. Michigan, and in the two
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Our y rd apartment buiidings at 6116 and 6160 S.
g Dr., built in 1905 and 1909, respectively. The

uize Baking Company(1913; John Ahischiager
on) is a National Register landmark at 40 E.
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By the 1910s, racial tensions in Washington Park
led to the bombing of banker Jesse Binga's 1897
home at 5922 S. King Dr., and dramatic population
shifts followed in the 1920s. Notable structures of
the period include St. Anselm's Church at 6055 S.
Michigan (1924) and the adjacent SS. Constantine
and Helen Church (now St. Edmund's Episcopal
Church) at 6101 S. Michigan (1927), both in a
Romanesque Revival style. Washington Park itself
saw several changes, including Lorado Taft's
powerful Fountain of Time sculpture, designed in
1908, and the Jones Armory, completed in 1928.

Construction in the Washington Park community
area practically stopped during the 1930s and
1940s. Like many community areas, Washington
Park has seen a mixture of demolition and dramatic
renewal projects in the post-World War Il years.

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior to 1940.
Buildings and developments erected after that date
generally are not included in the inventory.






