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Population: 18,178

Number of Structures: 1,158
Avg. Date of Construction: 1910

Significant Structures: 744

Source: 1990 Census, Harmis File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures. )
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Department of Planning and Development
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Kenwood takes its name from the estate of its first
settler, Dr. John A. Kennicott (demolished), who
built a home south of 43rd Street near the lakefront
lllinois Central railroad in 1856 and named it for his
mother's home in Scotland. Kennicott envisioned a
suburb of large homes on ample lots, and within 20
years his vision had come true. In 1859, the lllinois
Central opened the Kenwood station at 47th Street,
and by 1860 several lllinois Central executives had

settled in the new suburb, which became part of the
Town of Hyde Park in 1861. The earliest surviving
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structure is the 1867 Ezra Brainerd House, built by
a Civil War soldier at 1030 E. 50th Street. The
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creation of Drexel Boulevard and nearby
Washington Park in 1869, combined with the 1871

Chicago Fire, spurred development in the area, and
hy 1874 Kenwood was ar\l(nmmlndnnd as the "Lake
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Forest of the South Side." The Chnstopher B.

Bouton House, an Italianate-style residence built in

1873 at 4812 S. Woodlawn, survives from the first
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Avenue and the Joseph H. Howard h s
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The Shingle Style characterizes Kenwood
mansions such as the Frank and Aionzo Fulier
houses at 4840 and 4832 S. Ellis Avenue (1890-
91), the George Miiier house (1888) at 4800 S.
Kimbark, and the house at 4913 S. Dorchester

(1888).
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4812 S. Woodlawn Av.
Kenwood District

4400 block of S. Berkeley Av.
North Kenwood District

1-297



4901 S. Ellis Av.
Kenwood District

K.A.M. Isaiah Israel Temple
1100 E. Hyde Park Bivd.

The rough-hewn stone facades of the Romanesque
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Revival style are seen in the Wiiliam E. Hale house
(1884, Burnham & Root) at 4545 S. Drexel
Bouievard and the Martin Ryerson house (1887) at
4851 S. Drexel Boulevard, and the homes lining the
4400-blocks of Eliiis and Berkeiey avenues.
Annexation of Kenwood into the City of Chicago in
1889 did not slow its continued development as an
upper-ciass neighborhood. The nearby Worid's
Columbian Exposition of 1893 ushered in an era of
Ciassicai Revival-style architecture, and the
mansions that continued to be built in Kenwood
refiected the popular and dignified style.

The Prairie style made its appearance in the new
century, most notably with the home designed for
department store magnate and philanthropist Julius
Rosenwald at 4901 S. Ellis Av. (1903) and the
Ernest Magerstadt house (1906) at 4930 S.
Greenwood Avenue.

in 1910, the Kenwood branch of the elevated line
opened along 42nd Street, encouraging the portion
of the community area north of 47th Street to
develop more intensively with apartment buildings
through the 1910s and 1920s. South of 47th,
development during this period included the
Classical Revival K.A.M. Synagogue (now
Operation PUSH) at 4949 S. Drexel (1923) and the
Middle Eastern-style K.A.M. Isaiah Israel Temple at
1100 E. Hyde Park Boulevard (1924). The 1920s
also marked the erection of the polvchromatic Art






























