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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Department of Planning and Development



Grand Boulevard

Grand Boulevard takes its name from the original
name for Martin Luther King Drive, which bisects
the community from 35th to 51st streets. Laid outin
1869 by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux,
the boulevard connected Washington Park to
downtown Chicago. At that time, the community
area was a sparsely settled prairie crossed by
Cottage Grove and Vincennes avenues, which had
been part of a Native American trail system.

Like so much of outlying Chicago, the area first
grew in the vears following the Great Fire of 1871.
Grand Boulevard itself was landscaped in 1874,
drawing both weekend carriage-riders and upper-
class residents who built opulent mansions along
the boulevard and nearby streets. The ltalianate-

style residence at 4919 S. Prairie is one of the
community's oldest structures, and the style also
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marks early 1870s properties at 4730 S. Wabash
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Styie oy the architectural firm o
The entire community became part of Chicago in
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1085 whnen the towns o1 nyut—,' raik (
Street) and Lake (west of State Street) were

annexed.

4919 S. Prairie Av.

4223 S. King Dr.

111-289



4926 S. Washington Park Ct.
Washington Park Court District

Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments
4618 S. Michigan Av.
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rd community, as German Jews, liish

Catholics, and Yankee settlers built houses and
in i n ented pace, leading to
y 1910. The popularlty of the
ian Exposition in nearby
spate of Classmal Revival-
sidences, schools,
commercial buildings, and h ses of worship.
Among the most notauie- are: the terra-cotta,
Renaissance Revival- style house at 4321 S. King
Drive; the Classicai Revivai-styie fiats on the same
block; and those in the Washington Park Court
District, which developed on the street of the same
name between 49th and 50th streets. Gothic
Revivai styiing was used for the Eiam House, a
Chicago Landmark at 4726 S. King (1903).

Houses of worship, designed in the latest
architecturai styies, also confirmed the area's social
and economic status at the turn of the century.
Large-scale churches and synagogues,
representing a wide range of denominations, are
located throughout the Grand Boulevard area.

The 1910s and 20s witnessed the change of Grand
Boulevard from a white to an African-American
community. The development of Julius Rosenwald's
pioneering Michigan Boulevard Garden Apartments,
4618 S. Michigan (1929), paved the way for later
public housing projects and solidified the
community's role as part of the Black Metropolis
area, which had expanded south to 47th Street by
World War ll. The area’s population boomed
during this period, and postwar overcrowding led to
the creation of the Robert Taylor Homes, one of the
world's largest highrise public housing projects,
along the western edge of the community in the
early 1960s.

The focus of the Chicaqo Historic Resources


















