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X Community Area #36
EL_ E _tl\j Oakland

— Ml Population: 8,197
l ‘E@\ Number of Structures: 385
| N Avg. Date of Construction: 1898

Significant Structures: 167

Source: 1990 Census,.Harris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locatlons of sugmf cant structures )
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Departmer g and Developmen:




The lakefront community of Oakland grew up along
the Vincennes Tralil, following the establishment of
Charles Cleaver's soap factory and lard rendering
works between 37th and 39th streets. His home,
Oakwood Hall (demolished) at Oakland Boulevard
and Ellis Avenue, was surrounded by wooden
workers homes, stores and town hall, none of which
survive.

The lllinois Central Railroad provided transportation
along the lakefront before the Civil War. The

Sollders Home (1863, 1867) was built in an
Italianate style at the community's northern edge to
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serve Civil War veterans.

By 1863, Chicago's boundaries extended to 39th

Street. and horsecar service annn (‘nh‘smp Grove
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Avenue to 39th Street, establlshed in 1867 brought

more permanent development to the fledgling

middle-class suburb. By 1869, the creation of
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Drexel Boulevard spurred the erection of exclusive

the parkway linking downtown to

A 1
nd Jackson Parks.
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Picturesque Queen Anne-style cottages like the
gable-roofed stone and shlngle houses at 4119-

Y. Yo DaAavls

4169 S. Deer‘lb‘y and 4130-4162 S. Lake Park
avenues (1886-87, Cicero Hine) mark this penod of
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deveiopment. Rowhouses, Inuuuing the Adler &
Sullivan-designed Eliel house at 4122 S. Ellis
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Avenue (1886), filied in the streets behind the
lakefront, while luxurious three-story mansions
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characierized the bouievard, such as the gray

Soldier’s Home
739 E. 35th St.

Eliel House
4122 S. Eliis Av.
Oakland District




First Church of Christ, Scientist

t Memoriai A.M.E. Church)
4017 S. Drexel Bivd.

4131-4137 S. Drexel Blvd.

limestone-clad houses at 4131-4137 S. Drexel Bivd.

Churches from the period include the unusual
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South Congregational Church at 3986 S. Drexel

Blvd, completed in 1886 by George Edbrooke.
Solon Beman designed the First Church of Chiist,
Scientist (now Grant Memorial A.M.E. Church) at
4017 S. Drexel Blvd., in 1897, setting the stylistic

tone for Christian Science churches nationwide.

Oakland was fully built out by 1900, and began to
experience redeveiopment as more apartments and
multi-family units were constructed following the

creation of the Kenwood eievaied iine in 1910.

The construction of the ida B. Weiis public housing
project in 1940 marked the end of new private
deveiopment for severai generations. Lakefront
mansions were replaced by highrise public housing
projects in the 1950s and 60s, and extensive
demolition has reduced the housing stock in the
community dramatically.

Creation of the Oakland Multiple Resource Historic
District and redevelopment along Oakwood and
Drexel Boulevards by public and private agencies
has resulted in renewed interest in the area’s
historic building stock.

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior to 1940.
Buildings and developments erected after that date
generally are not included in the inventory.













