mf%

Community Area #35
Dougias

[ Population: 30,652
l f T Number of Structures: 1,132
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Community Area #35
Douglas

Named for lllinois Senator Stephen Douglas, the
community began as his personal 60-acre estate,
purchased in 1852. Douglas encouraged the
establishment of the lllinois Central railroad along
the lakefront, enhancing the value of his holdings
and leading to the first construction in the area.
Stockyards dominated the area in the early years,
and there was little residential construction. In
1856, Douglas donated 10 acres for the first
University of Chicago (demolished), and laid out
two prlvate subd|v1310ns, developed after his death
in 1861. During the Civil War, Douglas' widow
donated further acreage for Camp Douglas, which
became an infamous prisoner-of-war camp.

MouvQinio Qi ks

Douglas himself was burled in an elaborate tomb at
636 E. 35th Street (1863-81, Leonard W. Volk).

Stephen Douglas Memorial
636 E. 35th St.
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Episcopal Church at 115 E. 26th Street (1874)
the First Baptist Church at 31st Street and M L=
King Drive (1873). italianate-styie rowhous
Joliet limestone facades were erected on C lumet,
Giies and Prairie avenues, between 31st and 35th
streets, notably the 1881 row at 3144-48 S.

Calumet.
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Michael Reese Hospital
2838 S. Ellis Av.

Roloson Houses
3213-3219 S. Calumet Av.
Calumet-Giles-Prairie District

These houses were soon joined by substantial
masonry Queen Anne- and Romanesque Revival-
style homes designed for the lncreasmgly
prosperous immigrant community. An especiaily
sngnn‘lcant group of houses, the Frank Lloyd Wright-

designed Roioson Houses, were buiit in 1894 at
3213-19 S. Calumet.

Douglas was distinguished by institutional, as well
as residential, growth during the iate 19th and early
20th centuries. Chicago's oldest Jewish
congregation, Kehiiath Anshe Ma'ariv, hired Adler &
Sullivan to design their stunning synagogue at 33rd
and indiana in 1889, now home to the Pilgrim
Baptist Church. The Armour Institute of Technology
buiit its Romanesque-style Main Building, designed
in 1891 by Patton & Fisher, at 3300 S. Federal.
Michael Reese Hospital (1905, Richard Schmidt,
Garden & Martin) was built at 29th Street and
Cottage Grove Avenue in the Prairie style.

By 1920, the Douglas community had become part
of Chicago's Black Metropolis, a thriving economic
and cultural center for the city’s African-American
community. The area contains a number of
important buildings erected by and for the city’s
African-American community in the early decades
of the twentieth century. Some of these buildings
were listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1986.
























