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Community Area # 34

Armour Sauare
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Armour Square, iocated south of the South Branch
of the Chicago River, takes its name from a small
neighborhood park, Armour Square Park. This
narrow community area began as a sparsely settled
farming community that grew as a resuit of the 1848
opening of the lllinois & Michigan Canal, located to
the west, and the estabiishment of the Rock island
Railroad shortly afterwards. Access to industrial
areas aiong the waterway and railroad fueied the
development of scattered worklng-class housing
along Wells and Wentworth, south of 22nd Street,
in the 1850s and 60s. The 1865 opening of the
Union Stock Yards to the southwest brought
additional development within the southemmost

portion of the community area.

The Chicago Fire of 1871, although it did not reach
Armour Square had a great impact on its
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area after the Fire, leading to intense development
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that saw the community area reach residential

maturity by 1895. Surviving buildings from this

wave of development include a commercial /
rasidential building at 258 W. 26th St. and the
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Italianate-style James Ward School at 2703 S.
Shields (1874).

uilt in Armour Square in the early 1900s. St.
Terese Mission Church, located at 210 W.
Alexander, was constructed in 1904. The same
vear, Armour Square Park itself was designed by
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the Olmsted Brothers as one of the South Park
Commissioners’ first neighborhood parks. The

258 W. 26th St.

James Ward Public School
2703 S. Shields Av.
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Emperor’s Choice Building
2238 S. Wentworth Av.

Hoyt Building
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Park, erected in 1910 at 35th and Shields

(demolished).

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
Industrial buildings were built along the railroad
lines running through Armour Square. A handsome
Prairie-style example is located at 465 W. Cermak
(1909, Nimmons & Fellows).

The most character-defining element of Armour
Square took place in 1912 when the On Leong
Merchants Association moved the Loop's Chinese-
American community to the area around 22nd
Street and Weniworth Avenues. The popular dining
and shopping district grew in the 1920s with the
erection of several commercial structures detailed
with elaborate Chinese ornament in polychromatic

terra-cotta. Landmark examples of this style

include the pagoda-towered On Leong Chinese
Merchants Association building (1926) at 2216 S.
Wentworth and the Emperor's Choice restaurant
(1927) at 2238 S. Wentworth, both designed by
Michaelsen & Rognstad. These examples of ethnic
vernacular architecture make the district unique in
Chicago.

The mid- to late 20th century has witnessed the
redevelopment of large sections of Armour Square
with the construction of housing projects and
expressways that diminished the community's
building stock. Chinatown continues to thrive, while
expanding onto riverfront land abandoned by the
railroads.

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior.to 1940.
Buildings and developments erected after that date
generally are not included in the inventory.

465 W.Cermak Rd. 22
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Building Survey  Building
Address Date Architect Styie LM IS Code Type PIN Form #
211 W 2PL N 1726200023 340105022
214 W 22PL 1946 MICHAELSEN & ROG N Y OR MFR 1728202033 340105013
218 W 22PL N Y GN 1728202037 340105023
2i9 W 2z PL N Y GN 1728209021 340105024
224 W 23 PL N_Y GN 1728213043 340105027
1 1 1 A N Y OR SCHOOL 1728220035 340105010
258 W 23 PL N Y GN 1728213029 340105028
301 W 23PL N Y ON 1728219015 340105028
221 W 23ST N Y GN 1726213020 340105025
239 W 23 ST N Y GN 1726213013 340105026
24T W 23 5T 78805 TTALIANATE N Y OR 23 FLAT 1728213012 340105011
211 W 24 ST N Y GN 1728222021 340105030
219 W 24 ST N Y GN 1728222018 340105031
224 W 24 ST N Y GN 1728220028 340105032
266 W 24ST 1890s ROMANESQUE N Y OR 2-3FLAT 1728220011 340105009
2T W 24T 18905 QUEENANNE N Y OR 23 FLAT 1728221005 340105004
334 W 24 ST N Y GN 1728219021 340105033
253 W 25PL N Y GN 1726233005 340105034
315 W 25PL N Y GN 1728232006 340105035
258 W 26 ST 1880s QUEENANNE N Y OR COMM/RES 1728233022 340105001
5 W 5T 78805 NN 2IFLAT 1728305007 341123007
472 W 28ST N Y GN 1728307018 341123052
474 W 28ST N Y ON 1728307017 341123053
355 W 29ST N Y GN 1728423020 340101021
252 W 31ST 1888 N Y OR COMM/RES 1728435029 340101003
254 W 31 5T 1888 GUEENANNE N N OR COMM/RES 1728435028 340101004 |
309 W 33ST 1910s N Y OR FIELDHSE 1733217001 341118003
324 W 35ST 1910s N Y OR STADIUM 1733218001 341118001
300 W 37 ST 1919 N Y OR WAREHSE 1733400048 341113003
210 W ALEXANDERST 1904 ROMANESQUE N Y OR CHURCH 1728209043 340105012
3T —— N Y ON 1728209031 340105018
256 W ALEXANDER ST N Y GN 1728209028 340105019
207 W CERMAK RD 1827 MICHAELSEN & ROG N N OR COMMRES 1728202009 340105014
205 W CERMAK RD 1944 MICHELSON, RABIG N Y OR COMMRES 1728202008 340105015
217 W CERMAK RD 1927 MICHAELSEN & ROG N N OR COMM/RES 1728202005 340105016
i) 191 N, F.J. N Y OR COMMRES 1728202052 340105017
235 W CERMAK RD N Y GN 1728209015 34010502
465 W CERMAK RD 1909 NIMMONSA&FELLO  PRAIRIE N Y OR MANUFACT 1728104001 340106001
2546 S PRINCETONAV ~ 1880s TALANATE N Y OR 6FLAT 1728232027 340105002
2630 S _PRINCETON AV N_Y GN 1728401027 340101005
—2725 5 PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1728473010 340101006
2728 S PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1728412021 340101007
2818 S PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1728416021 340101008 e
3010 S PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1728434017 340101009 .31stSt.
3029 S_PRINCETON AV ; N_Y _GN 1728435011_340101010
3033 5 PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1726435015 340101011
3120 S PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1733201021 341118004
3139 S PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1733202015 341118005
3147 S PRINCETON AV N Y GN 1733202018 341118006
2703 S_SHIELDS AV 1870s TALANATE N Y OR_SCHOOL _ 1728412001 340101002
2900 5 SHIELDS AV NY &N 1728423000 340101012
2609 S WELLS ST N Y GN 1728403003 340101013
2642 S WELLS ST N Y GN 1728402035 340101014
2706 S WELLS ST 1892 QUEENANNE N Y OR 23FLAT 1728413021 340101001
2710 S WELLS ST N_Y GN 1728413023 340101015
2714 S WELLS ST NY GN 1728413024 340101016
2821 S WELLS ST N Y GN 1728418000 340101017
2903 S WELLS ST N Y GN 1728427002 340101018
2918 S WELLS ST N Y GN 1728426025 340101019
3150 S WELLS ST N_Y GN 1733202044 341118007
3161 S WELLS ST N Y GN TT33205025 41119008
3201 S WELLS ST N Y GN 1733211001 341118009
3205 S WELLS ST 1889 N Y OR 23FLAT 1733211002 341118002
2251 S WELLS ST N Y GN 1733211020 341118010
2216 S WENTWORTHAV _ 1926 MICHAELSEN & ROG__ ORIENTAL Y Y RD_CLUB 1728202035 340105008
HAV 1927 M N IENTAL 1 14 1
2238 S WENTWORTHAV 1912 SIERKS, HENRY ORIENTAL N Y OR CLUB 1728209048 340105005
2241 S WENTWORTHAY 18805 ITALANATE N N OR COMMRES 1728203015 340105006
2414 S WENTWORTH AV N Y GN 1728222051 340105020
2944 S WENTWORTH AV N Y GN 1728427038 340101020
553 & WENTWORTHAV 19205 QUEENANNE N Y OR SFR 1733402082 341113001
3540 S WENTWORTHAV 1883 N Y OR 23FLAT 1733402085 341113002

(Left to Right)
Won Kow Building, 2233 S. Wentworth Av.
Fieldhouse, Armour Square Park, 309 W. 33rd St.

Survey information for this community area was accurate at the time it was first surveyed in December 1984.
For an exp ion of column F i see page Ili-1.




