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W Significant Structures: 72
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Community Area # 34

Armour Sauare
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Armour Square, iocated south of the South Branch
of the Chicago River, takes its name from a small
neighborhood park, Armour Square Park. This
narrow community area began as a sparsely settled
farming community that grew as a resuit of the 1848
opening of the lllinois & Michigan Canal, located to
the west, and the estabiishment of the Rock island
Railroad shortly afterwards. Access to industrial
areas aiong the waterway and railroad fueied the
development of scattered worklng-class housing
along Wells and Wentworth, south of 22nd Street,
in the 1850s and 60s. The 1865 opening of the
Union Stock Yards to the southwest brought
additional development within the southemmost

portion of the community area.

The Chicago Fire of 1871, although it did not reach
Armour Square had a great impact on its
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area after the Fire, leading to intense development
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that saw the community area reach residential

maturity by 1895. Surviving buildings from this

wave of development include a commercial /
rasidential building at 258 W. 26th St. and the
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Italianate-style James Ward School at 2703 S.
Shields (1874).

uilt in Armour Square in the early 1900s. St.
Terese Mission Church, located at 210 W.
Alexander, was constructed in 1904. The same
vear, Armour Square Park itself was designed by
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the Olmsted Brothers as one of the South Park
Commissioners’ first neighborhood parks. The

258 W. 26th St.

James Ward Public School
2703 S. Shields Av.
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Park, erected in 1910 at 35th and Shields

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
Industrial buildings were built along the railroad
lines running through Armour Square. A handsome
Prairie-style example is located at 465 W. Cermak
(1909, Nimmons & Fellows).

The most character-defining element of Armour
Square took place in 1912 when the On Leong
Merchants Association moved the Loop's Chinese-






