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Popuiation: 6,828
Number of Structures: 510
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Significant Structures: 93

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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Community Area #33

Near South Side

Sp
tract marked by wagon trails leading south around
the bend of Lake Michi

\ a
House (1836) is the only survivor of this first phase
of development, and the Greek Revival farmhouse
is considered Chicago's oldest building. Railroad
construction in the early 1850s brought industries

and worker's housing to the “Patch,” bounded by

Michigan, Indiana, 12th, and 16th. This immigrant

community was composed largely of frame
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shanties, noted for their cheap "balloon-frame

construction, an early Chicago architectural
innagvatinon  Howaver the creation of a horse-drawn
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streetcar line on South State in 1859, bringing

easier access to downtown, encouraged wealthier

residents to build homes in the area.

Following the devastation of the 1871 Fire, an
enclave of grand mansions for Chicago's new
industrial ellte grew up near the Iakefront along
Prairie Avenue, between 16th and 22nd streets.
The Keith (1870) and Kimball (1892) mansions in
the 1800-block of Prairie are typical of this period's
love of opulence, while the John Jacob Glessner
House at 1800 S. Prairie marks the development of
modern American architecture with its
pathbreaking, fortress-like design, contributed by
Boston architect H. H. Richardson. Prairie Avenue
families worshiped at Second Presbyterian Church
(1876; 1900) at 20th and Michigan, with its
unparalleled collection of Tiffany-designed stained
glass windows.

The city's rapid growth throughout the late 19th and
early 20th centuries brought massive change to the
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e construction of warehouses and ligh

ianufacturing. Clark and Dearb

Roosevelt and Cermak, became known as “the

» .
Levee,” lined with brothels and gamblin

community area also was home to Chicago's
a

African-American community during the late 19t

century, of which a surviving building is Quinn
Chanel (1891) at 24th and Wabash
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Avenue itself was in decline
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more fashionable areas,
as the Near North Side or North Shore
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suburbs. Mlchlgan Avenue became known as
"Automobile Row". as a etrmn of terra-cotta
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omamented automobile showrooms were built
between 22nd and 26th. Other industries continued
to move into the area, including the massive R.R.
Donnelley-owned Lakeside Press, which occupied

a mammoth printing plant at 344 E. Cermak (1912).












