Community Area #32
Loop

Population: 11,954.
Number of Structures: 582

Avg. Date of Construction: 1931

Significant Structures: 335

Source: 1990 Census, Hamis File, CHRS
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Community Area #32

The Loop
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The Loop is the historic heart of Chicago. its name
is popularly associated with the “loop” of elevated
raii iracks that has girdied downtown since 1897.

The founding of Chicago was influenced by two
public works prolects the erection of Fort Dearborn
(1803) and the construction of the lilinois &
Mlchlgan Canal, which linked Lake Mlchlgan with
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the iiiinois and IVllbblbblppl rivers, through the
Chicago Rlver In 1830, a settlement was platted
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in height.

but it was rebuilt with buildin
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destroyed. Only a few of the

u TIge 1wy Washington ock
including the Page Brothe N. State), the 40 N. Wells St.
| aka Eranklin Group (220-35 V 2

LANTTI 1Al NI GIVUY \&avivw L\v\kv), and the

Washington Block (40 N. Wells) McClurg Building

218 S. Wabash Av.
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Ironically, the city’s rapid growth quickly rendered

the post-Fire buildings too small for the increasing

demand. Unlike other cities, which had ample land
for the expansion of their downtown areas, the Loop
was tightly bounded by the lake, river, railyards, and
established land-use patterns. By the 1880s, real
estate developers were encouraging architects and
engineers to design taller buildings.

Harnessing the technologies of metal-frame
construction, efficient elevators, and other
innovations, Chicago led the way in the
development of the high-rise skyscraper. The ten-
story Home Insurance Building (1884; demolished)
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is often considered to be the pioneering building of
this type. Its primary structural support was from an

intemal metal framework, instead of from solid
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Root, and Holabird & Roche embraced the essence
of the metal frame by m\nnn their buildings a
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distinctive grid-like character and, often, more
window area than solid wall. These structurally-

expressive high-rises--built between the 18803 and
World War I--helped define a style of architecture

known the world over as the “Chlcago School,”
including such buildings as the Marquette,

Rellance, Chicago, and McClurg.


















