Community Area #30 '
South Lawndaie

Popuiation: 81,155
Number of Structures: 9,862
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Significant Structures: 350

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
Copyright 1996, City of Chicago, Dep of F g and D P




Community Area # 30

South Law idal

South Lawndaie, aiong with its neighboring
community area, North Lawndale, was named for
the eariy raiiroad subdivision of Lawndaie, and
much of its early history is tied with that of North
Lawndale. The area began to develop siowly after
the 1857 Iaying of tracks by the Chicago
Buriington, and Quincy Raiiroad, running aiong the
northern edge of the communlty area. An early
settiement, “Crawford,” was a small,
unincorporated subdivision centered around a train
station near Ogden and Crawford {(now Pulaski) in
the northwest corner of what would become South
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Western and 27th, just east of the community,
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Iand just south of the Chicago, rI ington & Quincy
station at Ogden and Cermak, dubbing the new
subdivision “Lawndale " Large snngle-famlly
houses, many in the popular ltalianate style, were
built during the 1870s and 1880s. A S|gn|f|cant
concentration of these early houses remain on the
2300- and 2400-blocks of S. Central Park and
Millard avenues. John G. Shedd, president of
Marshall Field and Company and the benefactor of
the Shedd Aquarium, built a substantial brick

Queen Anne-style residence at 2316 S. Millard in

2324 S. Central Park Av.

John G. Shedd House
2316 S. Millard Av.
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Fieldhouse, Shedd Park
3660 W. 23rd St.

Cook County Criminal Court Building
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including the southem half of Crawford, in 1889.
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South Lawndale continued to grow through the

1890s with the construction of manvy single- familhs
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residences, plus an increasing number of 2- and 3-
flat hullfhnne includina one at 2112 Q Wachtenaw
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and commermal/reSIdentlal structures, a number of
which were built alona W, Cermak
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Growth accelerated in the early 1900s. Public
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transportation improved in the northern portion of
South L awndale with the extension of the Doua glas

Park (now CTA Blue) elevated line to Pulaski i |n
1902, and to Cicero in 1907. Industry expanded
along the railroad lines that encnrcled the
community area. Industrialization drew additional
residents, many of whom were Czech residents of
the Lower West Side, moving west in search of
more modemn housing.

The years between 1908 and 1912 witnessed
intensive residential construction in South
Lawndale. Construction activity was especially
heavv on Marshall and Sacramento boulevards and


















