Community Area #2
West Ridge

Population: 65,374
Number of Structures: 9,335
Ava. Date of Construction: 1942

Significant Structures: 75

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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West Ridge

West Ridge, which is located in the northeastern
comer of Chicago, is bounded on the east by the
community of Rogers Park and on the north by the
city of Evanston. As its name suggests, West Ridge
lies west of Ridge Boulevard, which runs north-
northwest astride a ridge formed by giaciers.

The Chicago and North Western Railway, finis
in 1873, forms the community’s southeastem
corner. Warren Park is aiso located in the
southeastern corner of West Ridge. The North

Shore Canal, situated in the southwestiem com
was completed in 1909.

The community was settled in the 1830s, along with
nelgnborlng Rogers Park, as a farming region
dominated by Phnlhp Rogers a landowner whose 6836 N. Ridge Bivd.
1,600 acres included much of the present-day

community. Initially known as Ridgeville, homes St. Henry’s Church
were clusiered along Ridge Bivd., such as the still- $asc N.TmEmny.
extant workman's cottages and Itallanate houses,

dating from the 1870s, on the 6800-block of Ridge

Boulevard. Another pair of early cottages dating
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from ¢.1870 stand diagonally across from each

other at 7257 and 7300 N. Hamilton. The area
retained its rural agricultural flavor through the end

of the century, despite the suburban transformatlon

of au]aucm. Rogers Parkb h" the 1880s.

West Ridge was incorporated as a village in 1890,
in the year that cable-car service was extended to
Damen Avenue. The vi!!age was an nexed by the




,,,,,, R R T

the brickyards aiong Touhy Avenue and through
local real-estate developers promoting the area.
Exampies of this growth inciude the the Crafisman-
style houses on the 7100-block of Ridge. The
Gothic Revival-style St. Henry's Roman Catholic
Church (now Angel Guardian Croatian Catholic
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Church l) was buiit in laUJ-UU, dl 0O40 IN. NIUyC.
12 casmnmn smm mdil Afdas ~e
It was not until after World War 1, however, that

development. Streetcars along Western had been
extended into the community area; to Devon in
1915 and to Howard the following year. The Devon
streetcar line came as far west as Western by
4047

1917,

Park Gables (2438-84 W. Estes), and its

o 3
associated Tudor Revival-style apartment buil

surrounding Indian Boundary Park, were built

3 3
years after the park’s 1922 opening. The park’s

Tudor Revival-style fieldhouse was designed by
Nlaran~a Hatrald in 1Q2Q a vaar aftar hie Prairie-
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