Comimunity Area #25

Austin

Population: 114,079
Number of Structures: 18,303
Avg. Date of Construction: 1921

Significant Structures: 402
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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Community Area #25
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This community area is located at the city’s western
edge, about five miles from the Loop. One of its
earliest settlers was Henry DeKoven, who bought
280 acres from the federal govermment in 1835,
including an area called “Sand Ridge,” which is now

the central part of Austin.

in 1848, the Galena and Chicago Union Railroad
(later acquired by the Chicago & North Western
Railway) was constructed through the area, running
parallel to the Lake Street “tumplke ” When Cicero
Township was incorporated in 1857, Sand Ridge

and the area south of it were included.

Henry Austin purchased DeKoven's land in 1865

and laid out a subdivision called Austinville, nqmn

wide streets and hundreds of shade trees. Clcero,

of which Austinville was a nnrl' built its town hall
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there in 1871, near the present intersection of Lake {{{f [IHi{iilHIIT i HH
Street and Central Avenue. Among the surviving Wl Liddi ; i
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residences from this period are: the Warner House
(1869), 631 N. Central, and the Hitchcock House

(1871), 5701 W. Ohio. OG Virt

By 1884, the community was called Austin, and had
become a typical “railroad suburb.” Transportation
improved WIth the introduction of hourly train service
by the C & NW, the completion of the Lake Street
(now CTA Green) elevated line (1893), and the
extension of streetcar lines along Chicago Avenue
and Madison Street. The area began to grow
ranidlv. Austin retains manv of its late-19th century






















