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ificant Structures: 90

Sign

Source: 1990 Census, Hanis File, CHRS
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Community Area # 23

Humboldt Park

Located west of, but not including, the park from
which it derives its name, the Humboldt Park
community was sparsely settied from the
when the Whlskey Point Road (Grand Avenue) was
the main road through the area’s prairie and
ploneer farmland, to the 1870s, when the Pacific
Junction settlement sprang up at the Chicago,
Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad junction near
bprlnguelu and Bloomin lgualc 11iIC 1009
establishment of the West Park Commission, the
subsequent development of Humboldt Park and
Humboldt Boulevard, and the simultaneous
expansion of the city boundaries north to North
Avenue and west to Pulaski Avenue also stimulated
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Real estate development in the 187

encouraged by the 1871 Chicago Fire, as fire-

displaced Chicagoans moved into the area. During

the same period, railroad car shops for the Chlcago
and North Western Railway were built at the
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community's southwestern corner, near Kinzie
Street and Pulaski Road, drawing more workers.
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Development spread along Grand Division and
North. An interesting house from this decade is a

Queen Anne-style cottage at 1409 N. Springfield.

In 1887, the northeastern section of the community
was annexed to Chicago, and the rest followed in
1889. Although many areas had been subdivided,
settlement of Humboldt Park was slowed by poor
transportation. Horse-drawn streetcars rode the
east-west thoroughfares only as far as California
Avenue. In 1895, however, the Humboldt Park
branch of the elevated began service, running just
north of North Avenue between Lawndale and a
juncture with the Logan Square elevated at Damen
and Milwaukee. In addition, the Lake Street (now
CTA Green) elevated line, running through the

1652 N. Humboldt Bivd.

Nobel Public School
1330 N. Karlov Av.
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Westinghouse High School
(formerly Bunte Brothers Candy Factory)
3301 W. Franklin Bivd.

adiacent East and West Garfield Park communities
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to the south, also provided a link with downtown
after it was extended from California to Laramie in
1894. Notable from this period of settiement are
the Classical Revival-style D.R. Cameron Public
School (1896) at 1240 N. Monticello, a limestone-
fronted house at 1652 N. Humboldt (1890s) and a
Baroque-inspired home at 1532 N. Springfield
(1895).

By 1900, streetcar lines followed Grand and North
through the community area, followed by new
residential construction. Brick homes and multi-
family buildings filled the streets. North of
Humboldt Park, fine flat buildings like the Classical
Revival-style graystone at 1640 N. Humboldt (1909)
lined the boulevard, while side streets contained
simpler cottages like the early 1900s homes at
1718 N. St. Louis, 1629 N. Karlov (1906) and 421
N. Springfield. The new Prairie style of architecture
influenced the Alfred C. Nobel Public School at
1330 N. Karlov (1909, Dwight Perkins) and the
Humboldt Park Natatorium (1914) at 3047 W.
Augusta.






