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Number of Structures: 3,816

Avag. Date of Construction: 1919 | -

Significant Structures: 11

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, Iomnons of sagmfmnt strudures )
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Community Area # 20
Hermosa
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Hermosa was unsettled prairie and woodland,
interspersed with the occasional farm, until the
1880s. It was officially part of the Town of
Jefferson, which covered most of what is now
Chicago’s Northwest Side, north of Fullerton and

west of Kedzie.
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ermosa's earliest settlement, Kelvyn Grove, was

near Kos ner and Dlversey avenues near
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889, Hermosa was annexed to Chicago, and
improved publlc transportation soon followed, as
Armitage Avenue sireetcars extended as far west
as Kostner by 1895. The community grew slowly at
first, characterized by such simpie frame cotiages
as those found at 2303 and 2156 N. Tripp. The
iatter residence was buiit by Elias Disney, and is
recognized as the birthplace of his world-famous
cartoonist son, Wait.

Aiong with the rest of Chicago, Hermosa began to
grow more rapidly during the first two decades of
the 20th century. Streetcars along Fulierton were
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An 1890 map of Hermosa

Walt Disney House
2156 N. Tripp Av.
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St. Paul Congregational Church
2257 N. Keeler Av.

St. Philomena Church
4116 W. Cortland St.

extended through the community are

while Belmont streetcars were running by 19
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New schools and churches were built, inc
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frame St. Paul Congregational United Church o
Christ I1 onm' 2957 N. Keeler. and Kelvwwn P
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High School (1916) at 4335 W. Wrightwood.

The 1920s witnessed continued population growth
and property xmnrnvnmpnt throu 1ighout Hermosa
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with the greatest concentration |n the area north of
Fullerton and east of Kilbourn, a neighborhood that

became known as Kelvyn Park for the local park of
the same name (1920). The area’s sparsely
developed streets were quickly developed w:th brick
bungalows and two-flats, although the section west

of Keryn Park and north to Belmont Avenue had
only scattered development during this period.

New brick two- and three-flats joined bungalows
and apartment buildings, as new residential
construction began to spread through the southern
part of the community, between Armitage and
Belden avenues. Industrial development occurred
along the railroad tracks bordering the community
area on the east and, by the time of the
construction of the Kelvyn Park fieldhouse in 1928,
the community's pattern of development was well
established. A notable building from this decade is
St. Philomena Church (1922) at 4116 W. Cortland.






