4
it
I

Community Area #1
Rnnare Darle

l\vuvla i AR NN

Population: 60,378
Number of Structures: 3,535
Avg. Date of Construction: 1924

Significant Structures: 134

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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roximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)



Community Area # 1
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Rogers Park

Rogers Park is the city’s northeastemmost
community area, bordered on the north by the city
of Evanston and on the east by Lake Michigan.

Its earliest non-native development occurred along

Ridge Road, where a smali farming community
began to develop in the 1830s. Running atop a

giacier-formed crest, Ridge Road provided travelers

between Chicago and Wisconsin with an all-
weather route that avoided the swampy land along
the lakefront. The area is named for the most
prominent of its early farmers, Philip Rogers, whos
1,600 acres covered most of the present-day
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No h estern allwa line to Milwaukee, which ran
e commtut mrhl area

along Ravenswood Avenue.

The village of Rogers Park was incorporated in
1879, and most development during this period
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clustered around the rallroad stat|on at Greenleaf

was Iater destroyed by flre, but a number of
ltalianate and Queen Anne-style houses from this
period remain, especially along the 1900-blocks of
Greenleaf and Lunt streets. At around the same
time, several large houses were being constructed
along Ridge. The finest remaining example is the
Jackson-Thomas house (c. 1874) at 7053 N. Ridge.
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An 1891 map of Rogers Park

Jackson-Thomas House
7053 N. Ridge Bivd.
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Madonna della Strada Chapel,
Loyola University
6525 N. Sheridan Rd.

1328 W. Sherwin Av.
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in 1885, the Chicago, Miiwaukee & St. Paui
Railroad built an elevated commuter line to
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This rail corridor, which was later taken over by the
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CTA Red Line, encouraged the deveiopment of the
marshy land along Sheridan Road and ad]acent
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Park’s annexation into Chicago in 1893, the area
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commercial growth.

The Jesuit order of the Roman Catholic Church
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moved the main campus of Loycla University to the

lakefront site at Sheridan Road in 1906. Over the
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next three decades, the school built several

significant buildings, including the Modeme-style
adonna della Strada C r‘hnnnl I1 QQR\
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| ovola’s nresence in the area a!gnn with the city’s
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annexation in 1915 of the area north of Rogers
Avenue, touched off a real estate boom that

2
transformed the eastern half of the community area
into a neighborhood of mostly apartment buildings.
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Meanwhile, Sheridan Road continued to develop as

a street of substantial residences. An unusual
example is the house Frank Llovd Wright desmned
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in 1915 for Emil Bach, at 7415 N Shendan Nearby
side streets began to be developed with smaller
residences, such as the Prairie-style house at 1328
W. Sherwin (1908). Commercial districts were
developed near the Howard, Jarvis, Loyola, and
Morse “L” stations.

The community area’s older, more established
western section was less affected by this real estate
boom, although many of its commercial and
apartment buildings were built during the 1920s.

New construction diminished following the Great
Depression of the 1930s, but resumed in the 1950s
as some older buildings were demolished and large
lots were subdivided for new apartments and












