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Community Area # 16
Irvina Park
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Irving Park was open prairie and woodlands in the
mid-19th century, criss-crossed by Indian trails that
later became Milwaukee Avenue and Irving Park
Road. The Chicago and North Western Railway
laid tracks through the area in the 1850s, but the

firat nearmanent csuburban settlement did not occur
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until 1869, when the Stephen A. Race family

dapcidad tn eiihdivida thair farm whaen the railrnad
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agreed to build a station at Irving Park Road.

The new subdivision was named after the American

wmritar \ W aschin~atan Insine~ nA “lrrina Darls” hamnan
WIICT vvasiniiyguwull iviliy, cu u vy rain voyaii
to draw residents from nearby Chicago The Race
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Tripp in 1874 and, by the followmg year there were
some 60 homes in the fashionable suburb. Several
of these early residences remain, including ones at

> Y —m ] AQAN Al Tl

3800 and 4132 N. Keeler and 3812 N. Tripp.
Other smaii sett
around rallroad stations. To the southwest, John
Gray buiit the frame italianate-styie hou

W. Grace about 1869, and then subdlwded hle

in 1873 to create "Grayland * jocated near the
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railway station of
the same name. The foiiowing year, ihe 80-acre
suburb of Montrose (now Mayfair) was subdivided
at the intersection of the C & NW and the C, M &
St. P railroads, near Cicero and Montrose avenues.

All three communities became part of the city of
Chicago in 1889 and quickly merged into one
continuous neighborhood. The ltalianate-style

houses at 3740 and 3746 N. Keeler and the Queen
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An 1890 map of Irving Park

4132 N. Keeler Av.
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4731 N. Knox Av.

Grover Cieveland Public School
3832 N. Albany Av.
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N. Kilbourn and
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the area’s deveiopment duuiug the 1880s-90s.
lamsisnsme Davl: avmaviamana A lhanme lhadiara e ~ o]
HVIHY Fain TAPTIICIILCU a DUULTT VELIWECTT IUUU aliu
1920. Indicative of this is the Villa ne |ghborhood a
Nhinnma | Al —I, Niatviat Af lhvials am adiiaan
winvayv Lanamark uistiiCi O1 oficK ar u SQUWULLUY
bungalows located in the triangular area defined by
AAdiann Diulaals nA Avandala Dahaaanm 10N7
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and 1925, Prairie- and Craftsman-style houses

wara nnnatriintad in tha \/illa with Avarhanaina
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porches and slightly sloping gable roofs. Hatzfeld &

Unnv nradiinad manu af tha hattar avamnilae
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including 3738 N. Springfield, 3655 and 3700 N.

Hardinna and 26848 Nl Avare
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rchltecture Walter Burley Griffin desig

n
dsome stucco-clad house at 4731 [\! Kn
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m 1906 Three years later, DW|ght Perkm

architect for Grover Cleveland Public thnnl
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3832 N. Albany, followed by Carl Schurz ngh
Schoaol at 3601 N. Milwaukee in 1910,

By the 1920s, Irving Park was largely built u

although the area east of Kedz:e—-known as
California Park--remained sparsely settled. Retail

streets, such as Irving Park and Mllwaukee, filled
with new buildinas. includina the Art Deco-stvie












