Popuiation: 56,513
Number of Structures: 14,390
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Significant Structures: 70

Source: 1990 Census, Haris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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Community Area # 15
Portage Park

As its name suggests, the Portage Park community
area was first used by Native Americans as a
“portage” (i.e., a short iand transfer between
waterways) between the Chicago and the Des
Plaines rivers. These portages generaily followed
trails that are now Cicero and Narragansett
avenues. The community area also is named for the

local park that was created in 1915.

While its site had irrtportant early transportation
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Slgnlllcan(.e, there was little non-native settiement

in Portage Park until after the Northwest PIank

Blcomeclomm Assmemisa) waran bhanild

Road U 10w Milwatikee AVENUe) Was ouiit in the
1840s. Sutherland's Inn (demollshed) opened in
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1841 at what is now Belle Plaine and Milwaukee.

Here, in 1850, the area’s inhabitants organized the
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Town of Jefferson, of which Portage Park was part
Yo swiom e &
During the 1850s, tracks for the Chic and North

s, tracks for the Chicago
he n

Western Railway were laid through 1 ortheastern

corner of Portage Park. The Jefferson Town Hall

(demolished) was erected at the corner of Irving

Park, Cicero, and Milwaukee, an intersection

commonly known as "Six Corners."

In 1889, Portage Park became part of Chicago

when the Town of Jefferson was annexed. Soon
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after, the development partnership of Koester &
Zander purchased the southwest corner of the "Six
Comers intersection, where one of Chicago's
major neighborhood shopping districts would
develop over the next 50 years. The extension of
the Milwaukee Avenue streetcar line through the
area in 1894 encouraged both commercial and
residential development, as did the beginning of
streetcar service along Irving Park Road two years
later. Several Queen Anne-style houses from this

¥

4840 W. Pensacola Av.

4705 N. Milwaukee Av.
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Milwaukee, 5034 W. Montrose, and4 11 N. Mobile.

The area grew extensively after 1900, as residential
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streets Tuea With oungaiows ar nda apainimel nt

buildings. The 4100—block of North Leamington is

ranracantativa Af thie AdauvalAanmant with ite ahiinnn
fepreseniauve Oi this ageveiopment, Wit its StuCCo

bungalows detailed with Prairie-style ornament. In

1
1912, a local park district was organized,; its “jewel

facility,” Portage Park, was created over the next 15

School at 5320 W. Berteau (1915). The Cicero
Avenue streetcar line also was extended north to
Irving Park Road during this period, and Walter

Rnrlml Griffin, an influential architect who had

worked for Frank Lloyd Wright, designed the
Prairie-stvie hotise at 4840 W_ Pensacola. Other.






