Popuiation: 56,513
Number of Structures: 14,390
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Significant Structures: 70
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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Community Area # 15
Portage Park

As its name suggests, the Portage Park community
area was first used by Native Americans as a
“portage” (i.e., a short iand transfer between
waterways) between the Chicago and the Des
Plaines rivers. These portages generaily followed
trails that are now Cicero and Narragansett
avenues. The community area also is named for the

local park that was created in 1915.

While its site had irrtportant early transportation
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Slgnlllcan(.e, there was little non-native settiement

in Portage Park until after the Northwest PIank
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Road U 10w Milwatikee AVENUe) Was ouiit in the
1840s. Sutherland's Inn (demollshed) opened in

AdOA4 ~dsasland ia war D DI
1841 at what is now Belle Plaine and Milwaukee.

Here, in 1850, the area’s inhabitants organized the
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Town of Jefferson, of which Portage Park was part
Yo swiom e &
During the 1850s, tracks for the Chic and North

s, tracks for the Chicago
he n

Western Railway were laid through 1 ortheastern

corner of Portage Park. The Jefferson Town Hall

(demolished) was erected at the corner of Irving

Park, Cicero, and Milwaukee, an intersection

commonly known as "Six Corners."

In 1889, Portage Park became part of Chicago

when the Town of Jefferson was annexed. Soon
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after, the development partnership of Koester &
Zander purchased the southwest corner of the "Six
Comers intersection, where one of Chicago's
major neighborhood shopping districts would
develop over the next 50 years. The extension of
the Milwaukee Avenue streetcar line through the
area in 1894 encouraged both commercial and
residential development, as did the beginning of
streetcar service along Irving Park Road two years
later. Several Queen Anne-style houses from this

¥

4840 W. Pensacola Av.

4705 N. Milwaukee Av.




Patio Theater
6000 W. Irving Park Rd.

Peoples Gas- Irving Park Neighborhood Store
4839 W. Irving Park Rd.
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Milwaukee, 5034 W. Montrose, and 4111 N Mobile.

The area grew extensively after 1900, as residential
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buildings. The 4100—block of North Leamington is

ranracantativa Af thie AdauvalAanmant with ite ahiinnn
fepreseniauve Oi this ageveiopment, Wit its StuCCo

bungalows detailed with Prairie-style ornament. In
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1912, a local park district was organized; its “jewel

facility,” Portage Park, was created over the next 15

School at 5320 W. Berteau (1915). The Cicero

Avenue streetcar line also was extended north to

Irving Park Road during this period, and Walter

Rnrlml Griffin, an influential architect who had

worked for Frank Lloyd Wright, designed the
Prairie-style house at 4840 W. Pensacola. Other,

then-modem “suburban-style” residences mclude:
5741 W. Windsor (1914) and 4021 N. Lockwood

(1916). o

The 1920s was a boom period for Portage Park.
Vacant land was largely developed by 1924, when
the last portion of the community area was
annexed. Shopping areas, especially “Six
Comers,” grew rapidly. The Classical Revival style
inspired the elaborate terra-cotta facade of the
Patio Theater (1926) at 6000 W. Irving Park. A
less-traditional commercial design was the Prairie-
style Peoples Gas Neighborhood Store (1926) at
4839 W. Irving Park. A number of significant
churches date from this period, including the
Jefferson Park Congregational Church (1929) at
4733 N. London.

By the 1930s, Portage Park was an established
community of predominantly single-family homes,
with retail districts at Belmont/Central and "Six
Corners", where Nimmons, Carr & Wright designed
the Art Moderne-style Sears, Roebuck & Co. store,
4730 W. Irving Park, in 1938.

The focus of the Chicago Historic Resources
Survey was on buildings erected prior to 1940.
Buildings and developments erected after that date
generally are not included in the inventory.




Community Area #15

Portage Park

Building Survey  Building
Address Date _Architect le LM IS Code T, PIN Form #
5834 W ADDI 1928 GROTZ-WAEGELEIN SPANISHREV N Y FR 1320229022 153809001
5228 W AGATITE AV 1920s SPANISHREV. N N OR CHURCH 1316105009 154509003
5226 W BELLE PLAINE AV N Y GN 1316320031 153815007
5546 W BELMONT AV 1929 STEINBERG, EDWAR N N OR COMM 1321327018 153802002
5600 W RELMONT AV 1928 STEINRACH, 1.G. CLASSICALREV N N OR COMM 1320433015 153803001
4968 W BERTEAU AV 1912 PISCHEL, FREDERIC N N OR 2-3FLAT 1316412041 154505007
5228 W BERTEAU AV N Y GN 1316315026 153815008
5320 W BERTEAU AV 1915 HUSSANDER, ARTH N Y OR SCHOOL 1316314001 153815002
3849 N CENTRAL AV 1930s ART DECO N Y OR CHURCH 1321108002 153808001
4051 N CENTRAL AV 1920s HATZFELD, CLAREN N N OR FIELDHSE 1316316001 153815006
4101 N CENTRAL AV 1922 HATZFELD, CLAREN PRAIRIE N Y OR FIELDHSE 1316316001 153815005
5501 W CULLOM AV 1926 SLUPKOWSKI & PIO N N OR SFR 1316308024 153815001
4135 N DICKINSON AV 1920s JOHN, AA. CRAFTSMAN N Y OR SFR 1316420010 154505004
4958 W EDDY ST 1922 DUTCHCOLRE N N OR SFR 1321401028 153801002
5127 W HUTCHINSON ST N Y GN 1316411009 154505008
5151 W HUTCHINSON ST NY GN 1316411003 154505009
4839 W IRVING PARKRD  1920s VON HOLST, HERMA  PRAIRIE Y Y RD COMM 1321203003 154502001
6000 W IRVING PARKRD 1926 WOLFF, RUDOLPHG CLASSICALREV N N OR THEATER 1317317015 153817001
4423 N LAPORTE AV N Y GN 1316228012 154508008
4435 N _LAPORTE AV N_ Y OGN 1316228008 154508003
4441 N LAPORTE AV N Y GN 1316228006 154508004
4447 N LAPORTE AV N Y GN 1316228004 154508005
4451 N LAPORTE AV N Y GN 1316228003 154508006
4457 N LAPORTE AV N Y GN 1316228001 154508007
3601 N_LAVERGNE AV 1927 BARRY, GERALDA. CLASSICALREV N Y OR CHURCH 1321230015 153807002
4126 N LAVERGNE AV N Y GN 1316418023 154505011
4038 N LAWLER AV N Y GN 1316426017 154505012
4131 N LAWLER AV N Y GN 1316418008 154505013
4134 N LAWLER AV N Y GN 1316417024 154505014
4101 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416015 154505015
4108 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316415027 154505016
4112 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316415026 154505017
4113 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416012 154505018
4117 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416011 154505019
4121 N_LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416010 154505020
4124 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316415023 154505021
4125 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416009 154505022
4128 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316415022 154505023
4129 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416008 154505024
4132 N _LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316415021 154505025
4133 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416007 154505026
4137 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316418006 154505027
4144 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316415018 154505028
4145 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416004 154505029
4148 N_LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316415017 154505030
4149 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416003 154505031
4153 N LEAMINGTON AV N Y GN 1316416002 154505032
3201 N LECLAIRE AV 1928 CHRISTENSEN, JOH GOTHIC REV N Y OR SCHOOL 1321418001 153801001
4100 N LECLAIRE AV 1890s N N OR SFR 1316417018 154505005
4128 N_LECLAIRE AV 1900s QUEENANNE N Y OR_SFR 1316416022 154505003
3705 N LOCKWOOD AV 1923 TOCHA, ANTHONY A N Y OR MFR 1321123020 153808003
4021 N LOCKWOOD AV 1916 WHEELER, CHARLE N Y OR SFR 1316324001 153815003
4733 N LONDON AV 1890s MICHAELSEN & ROG CLASSICALREV N N OR CHURCH 1318126001 154509001
3420 N LONG AV 1928 SCHWARTZ, ALBERT CLASSICALREV N Y OR FIELDHSE 1321309002 153802001
4058 N _MELVINA AV 1900s N N SFR 1317310125 153817003
4310 N MELVINA AV 1932 GERHARDT, PAUL N Y 0 SCHOOL 1317302031 153817002
3919 N MILWAUKEE AV 1916 KNUDSON, JOHAN F. N N OR MANUFACT 1322101030 154501001
4044 N MILWAUKEE AV 1920s N N OR THEATER 1316430010 154505006
4705 N MILWAUKEE AV 1890s KAISER, OTTO QUEENANNE N Y OR SFR 1316110035 154509002
4111 N MOBILE AV 1890s N N OR SFR 1317310092 153817004
5020 W MGN R5§E AV 1910s N N OR SFR 1316226021 154508001
5034 W MONTROSE AV 1890s N N OR SFR 1316226018 154508002
4949 W PATTERSON AV 1940 BARRY, GERALDA. CLASSICALREV N N OR RELMISC 1321230002 153807001
4840 W PENSACOLA AV 1910s GRIFFiN, WALTER B  PRAIRIE N Y OR SFR 1316403022 154505001
5130 W PENSACOLA AV 1913 N N OR _SFR 1316400025 154505002
5327 W WARNER AV 1915 N Y OR SFR 1316319014 153815004
5331 W WARNER AV N Y GN 1316319013 153815009
5055 W WARWICK AV 1910 N N OR SFR 1321221002 153807003
5228 W WARWICK AV 1911 HUSSANDER,ARTH CLASSICALREV N Y OR SCHOOL 1321119001 153808002
5741 W WINDSOR AV 1914 BRAUCHER, ERNES N N OR SFR 1317223003 153820001
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Jefferson Park
Congregational Church
4733 N. London Av.

(Left) Gymnasium, Portage Park
4051 N. Central Av.
(Right) Belmont-Central Building

5600 W. Belmont Av.

Survey information for this community area was accurate at the time it was first surveyed in April 1985.
For an explanation of column headings, see page lll-1.
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