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Community Area # 14

Alla
AIDANy Park

Albany Park is located on the Northwest Side of
Chicago, where the North Branch of the Chicago
River bends from east-west to north-south, forming

the community's eastern and northeastern border.

Albany Park includes the neighborhood of = 4?‘_—_- L
CEXETER

Ravenswood Manor, which was founded in 1807 /
and is located in the southeastern corner of the
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community area.
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ome of the earliest non-native activity in Albany

was horseracing at the local Rusk and

i‘mond racecourses (demolished) in the 19th
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century. Unlike many north- and northwest-side

Chicago neighborhoods, Albany Park did not c
develop as an independent vnllage but grew as a y =
result ofo Jt\..ard meudnnhal and rnmmermal ___u_L ; =;§ °
development, following the area’s annexation by %ﬁ&ﬁw it SR LUE B
Chicage in 1889, Clybourn is now Pulaski Road

In the 1890s, 640 acres, mostly situated south of Bohemian Home for the Aged

Lawrence Avenue, were purchased from the 5101 N. Pulagii e

McAllister family h vas ndicate that included De
Lancey Lauderbach a real-estate developer who
may have christened the community “Albany Park,”
in honor of his hometown of Albany, New York.
Development of the planned subdivision was
spurred by the arrival of streetcar service along
Lawrence Avenue in 1896. An early institution in the
area was the Bohemian Home for the Aged. One
of its buildings, built in the 1890s, is located at 5101
N. Pulaski Rd.

The 1907 completion of the Ravenswood (now CTA
Brown) elevated line, through the eastern half of
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Albanv Park to its current terminus at Lawrence and

gLt =1 v AV e WA LLSR A=) Twe &K v e &K

Kimball avenues, began a building boom in the
immediate area, innlnding the subdivision of

Ravenswood Manor.

The Craftsman style, a popular choice for middie-
class housing construction in the early-20th century,
is exemplified by three homes in the 2700-block of
Windsor Avenue and by two homes on the 2800-
block of Eastwood Avenue. Other distinctive
Craftsman-style residences are located at 4449 N.

Monticello (1913) and 4512 N. Lawndale (1916).

Real estate development continued to flourish
through the 1930s, at which time Albany Park was
almost completely built up. Many apartment
buildings were constructed during these years,
especially in the community area’s central section,
between Central Park and Kimball avenues. Single-






