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Community Area # 13
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North Park

The southern border of this community area is the
North Branch of the Chicago River; its easiermn edge
is the North Shore Channel (a manmade waterway
compieted 1910). Pioneer settlers arrived in the
1850s, but the area remained thinly populated and
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heavily wooded throughout the 1Sth century. One
of the oldest extant houses in the community, built
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in the 1880s, is at 5837 N. nogeris.
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North Park’s early developme
on cemeteries, and the Montrose, t Lucas, and
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pornemiail NauOliai Celliewencs cont inue to be

|mportant landholders. The Bohemian National

Cemetery, which is located east of Pulaski Road

between Foster and Bryn Mawr avenues, was
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opened in 1877. The architectural styles of its

monuments and mausoleums reflect various time

periods, including the Gothic Revival (1880s-

1890s), Classical Revival (1890s-1 9203),
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Renaissance Revival (1890s-1930s), Art Nouveau

(1900s), Art Deco (1920s-1930s), and Egyptian
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In 1893, the Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant

3 I DIV OUUITIHT s VR Iy~ o YT

purchased land in the southeastemn comer of North
Park, near Kedzie and Foster, for the construction

of North Park College. Two school buildings on the
3200-block of Foster Avenue, including “Old Main,”
were constructed soon after.

Streetcar service along Lawrence Avenue was
extended through the area in 1896. A decade later,
the Ravenswood (now CTA Brown) elevated line
was constructed, with a terminus at Lawrence and

Crematorium, Bohemian National Cemetery
5200 N. Pulaski Rd.

“Old Main,” North Park College

3225 W. Foster Av.




Two of the area’s major institutions were
constructed shortly after 1900: the Chicago
Parental School, 5358 N. St. Louis, and the
Chicago Municipal Tuberculosis Sanitarium, which
was established near Bryn Mawr Avenue and
Pulaski Road. Several of the buildings on the 160-
acre sanitarium site were constructed in 1912,
including a gatehouse, hospital, garage, and utility
buildings. A theater was built in 1923, and the Lewis
Memorial Chapel followed in 1936. The sanitarium
was closed in 1974, but many buildings have been
reused for senior citizens housing and in support of

a nature study preserve.

During the 1910s and 1920s, many bungalows and
small apartment buildinas were constructed in North












