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Population: 17,655
Number of Structures: 6,360
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Significant Structures: 193

Source: 1990 Census, Harris File, CHRS
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(Dots show approximate, rather than specific, locations of significant structures.)
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Community Area # 12

E
Forest Glen

Forest Glen, which contains the smaller

aheanls and Carimn
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neighborhoods of Edgebrook and Saugana

the feel of a secluded suburban oasis. It consists

primarily of single-family homes, surrounded by

parks, forest preserves, golf courses, and

’ . .
cemeteries. The North Branch of the Chicago Rive

runs through the community, and tree-lined streets
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and cul-de-sacs add to the area's suburban setting.
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Much of present-day Forest Glen consists of land
once owned by Billy Caldwell, a Pottawattomie
Indian chief, who was granted 1,600 acres by the

U.S. government in 1828 to be used as an Indian

servation. The Pottawattomieg left the rnmnn
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shortly thereafter, however, and Caldwell sold most
f the land to local farmers in 1836. The remainder

of Caldwell’s land eventually became Cook County-
owned forest preserves.

This small, rather-isolated farming settlement
acquired a link with Chicago in 1872, when the
Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul railroad laid
tracks through the area. A train station was built at
Devon and Lehigh in 1883, and became known as
Edgebrook. The station, which was replaced by a
larger building in 1896, was the center of

community life until it was destroyed by fire in 1930.

Most of Forest Glen was annexed by Chicago in
1889. Scattered houses from this period remain,
including two at 5453 and 5511 N. Forest Glen.
Also surviving is “Old Edgebrook,” a small
subdivision started in 1894 by railroad executives
and located southeast of the Edgebrook station.

5453 N. Forest Glen Av.

5511 N. Forest Glen Av.
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6120 N. Knox Av.

6877 N. Tonty Av.

noteworthy early hou es can be found in the
hlnnll of McClallan. the 8200-b 1 ]
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the 6300-block of Louise.

Due to its secluded location, lack of commercial
develonment, and relatively limited access to
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transportation, Forest Glen remained sparsely
populated until the mid-1920s. The biggest surge of

residential construction occurred in the Iate ‘203
and early ‘30s. Also at this time, Chicago annexed

the last sections of the communlty area that had
remained outside the city limits.

Many of these single-family residences were quite
elegant. A sngnmcant concentration can be found in
the Sauganash neighborhood, north of Peterson
Avenue, between Kolmar and Forest Glen. A
dominant architectural style was Tudor Revival, as
exemplified by the houses in the 6000- and 6100-
blocks of Kirkland, the 6100- and 6200-blocks of
Forest Glen, and the 6100-block of Knox. French
Revival and Colonial Revival-style residences can
be found in the 6100-block of Kilpatrick. Other
styles include the International (6126 N. Kirkwood)
and Art Deco (6877 N. Tonty and 5915 N.
Kenneth).












