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Community Area # 10
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Norwood Park lies adjacent to the suburbs of Park

Ridge (to the west) and Norridge and Harweed

Helghts (to the south) The community area is

bisected, diagonally, by the Northwest Highway, the

Chlcago and North Western Railway, and
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Mitwaukee Avenue. The Kennedy Expressway,

which is palred with a CTA rapid transit line, divides

Norwood Park, and the North Branch of the

Chicago River borders one corner of the community

Access to the area in the mid-19th century was
largely restricted to an Indian trail--which later
became Milwaukee Avenue--and to the short-lived

inois and Wisconsin Railroad (built in 1853),
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which became nart of the (‘hmnnn and North
Western Ra llway The Norwood Park Historical
O

jety now occupies the Noble-Seymour-Crippen
use, at 5624 N. Newark. The oldest portion of

residence dates to 1833, when it was

constructed by one of the area’s earliest farm
families. The Wingert house, 6231 N. Canfield, an

Italianate-style farmhouse built in 1854, is another
surviving building from the area’s farming period.
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In 1868, John Eberhart and other local developers
purchased a tract of farmland and platted a small
village, with curving streets that radiated from a
rallroad station on the Chicago and North Western
line. Named for the novel Norwood: A Tale of
Village Life in New England (1867), by Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher, the newly created Norwood Park
split away from the Township of Jefferson to form
its own township in March 1874, followed by its
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An 1890 map of Norwood Park. The heavy black line
represents the Chicago city limits at the time.

6915 W. Hobart Av.
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Immaculate Conception Monastery
5700 N. Harlem Av.

5745 N. Newark Av.
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grew quickly throughout the 1870s, 1880s and
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1890s as a “railroad suburb” convenient to Chicago.

Cavaral I+ -
Several ltalianate- and Queen Anne-style homes

from these decades are extant, including clusters
on the 5800- and 5000-blocks of East (‘lrf\!n the
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6000- and 6100-blocks of Avondale, the 5900-block
of Nlina. the 8000-block of Northcott, and the 6900-
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block of Hobart.

In 1893, most of Norwood Park was annexed by
Chicago. The Immaculate Conception Monastery,
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which was founded by the Passuonlst Fathers, was
constructed at 5700 N. Harlem in 1904. (Adjacent
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lands were occupied by the Sisters of Resurrectlon
after 1912.) Another spurt of growth occurred after
1910, helped by the drainage of the floodplain
along the North Branch of the Chicago River, which
borders the community area. Among the
representative residences from this period are

those on the 5700-block of East Clrcle and the
5800-, 5900-, and 6000-blocks of West Circle.

The parts of Norwood Park remaining outside the
Chicago city limits, following the 1893 annexation,
were brought into the city in 1924 and 1927. Many
single-family houses were erected in the community
area during this decade, in such styles as Prairie,
Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, and Spanish
Revival. Groups of these residences can be found


















